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VOLUHE 4 NUMBER 7 Whole Number 37 EDITORIAL JANUARY 1993 

I am glad to be able to report that in response to my plea in July's "Cameo", I have received, whilst 
not a deluge, a promising trickle of articles and pieces on "moderns". Long may this continue. 
I have been asked to give a brief synopsis of the financial state of the Society for the benefit of 
those who did not attend the AGM. I am pleased to say the 1991 calendar year showed a surplus of 
£1,450 and our accumulated fund now stands at £3,462. Your Hon. Treasurer is budgeting for a similar 
surplus for the current calendar year. As a result of these riches it was decided to increase the 
number of pages of the "Cameo" reflecting the increasing literary aspirations of the Readership. As a 
result, this "Cameo" publication has 34 pages of articles compared to 25 pages in the last. 
Frank Walton tells me that it is possible to obtain from WH Smith, their A4 size magazine binders 
suitable for "Cameo" which will take two volumes of "Cameo" at approximately £5 each. Readers should 
note that when the current volume ends after a further three issues, it is intended that the "Cameo" 
will then be published in standard A4 size for reasons of cost and efficiency. 
Future publications - The Society is well advanced with a publication entitled "West African 
Censorship WW I and WW 11" covering all the territories which our Society studies. Additionally, the 
Society is also intending to publish a booklet on "Modern Nigerian definitives". Both these works 
will hopefully be available within the first half of this year. 
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R. C.J. Nelson, J.M. Powell, J.W. Knight, 

The Garth, 7, Pebb1emoor, 57, Belle Vue Road, 

6, Greenhi11 Road, Ed1esborough, Dunstab1e, Southend-on-Sea, 

Farnham, Surrey, GU9 8JN. Beds, LU6 2HZ. Essex, SS2 4JE. 


Membership Secretary Hon. Advertising Manager Hon. Librarian 
J. Mills, P. Ro1fe, D. Ingo1dby Wi11iams, 
70, Salisbury Road, 'Merok', 28 Ashford Road, Field House, Northfie1d Av., 
Canterbury, Bearsted, Ship1ake, Hen1ey-on-Thames, 
Kent, CT2 7HH. Kent, ME14 4LP. Oxon, RG9 3AB. 

The Circle covers The Gambia, Annual Subscript Advertising Rates: Full page: £35 
Gold Coast, Nigeria, U.K. Members £12 per annum Half page: £20 
Sierra Leone, Ascension, Overseas members £14 per annum Members small advertisements: 
Cameroons, St. He1ena, Togo Entry Fee for new memebers £5 SOp. per square inch plus in the 
and nearby British Postal Subscription term now spans event of a sale a fee of 1% of 
Agencies. 1 calendar year. price (minimum fee (1) 

CONTENTS 

Auction Reports 158 - 160 

Kerewan Postal Agency 1937 - 1948 160 

Aeroplane Crashes in the Gambia "Star Leader" and Others 161 - 163 


The Postal History of British Air Mails 177 - 178 


The Forged Postmarks of Kunta-Ur 163 

Post Office and Postal Agencies: Gambia 1991 - 1992 164 

Banju1 G.P.O. July/August 1992 165 

Gambia 4d. 1886/93 Watermark Upright 165 

1902: Gambia P.O. Commission 166 

Misdirected/Redirected West Coast Mail 167 

Gold Coast Airmail 168 

The Ghana Handstamp 169 

New Gold Coast Discoveries 169 

A Gold Coast Curiosity 170 

Gold Coast and Ghana Postage Dues 171 

Mystery Crash Cover 171 

Ecclesiastical Memories of West Africa 172 

Nigerian Censorship 173 

Nigeria the Die 11 Key Plate Issue 174 

Sierra Leone Inverted Halfpenny Provisional Overprints 174 

Sierra Leone Makomba Cover 175 

The Last Word - Zana/Zaria 175 

Nigeria: Hibrite Papers and Fluorescent Inks 176 

New Sierra Leone Discoveries 176 


Sierra Leone Village Registration Postmarks 178 

Fourah Bay College, Sierra Leone 179 


All rights rnerved. No part of UN publicallon may be ,.produced 01' traMmltted In .ny lorm 01' by eny muM, including 
photocopying .nd recording, without the written pennlulon of the copyright holder. App"ution lor which ehould 
be .ddrnaed '0 the s.c,.,ery of the Cln:le. Such written pannlulon must .Iso be obtllned befo,. eny part of ,hi. 
publication le .to* In • ,.tnevel eystem of any netu,.. 



Sierra Leone: Second World War Censorship 179 
Sierra Leone: Location of Combraymah 180 
W.A.A.C. Internal Routes in 1958 180 
Sierra Leone Self-Adhesives 181 - 182 
Early Mail from the Anglo- French Occupation of Togo 183 - 184 
1915 - 1916 Route via Togo 184 
Concluding Part of Edwin Drechsel's German Colonial Seapost 185 - 191 
Credit Cards Beware 191 

AUCTION REPORTS 
The "Robert Seaman" Gold Coast - Jeremy Martin 

This sale at Harmer's on September 16th 1992 included a wide range of postal history and stamps and at 
least six members of the Circle were in the Room. 
Prices realised include the buyer's premium but not VAT on the premium. Estimates are shown in 
brackets. 
The sale opened with an 1825 entire from Cape Coast which fetched [231 ([150). Other entires without 
Gold Coast postal markings sold for [80 - [120 in line with estimates. 
The unframed 'PAID/CARE COAST CASTLE' on 1858 envelope reached [1980 ([1400). The catalogue indicated 
only three examples recorded but the writer believes six are known. The 1864 large framed 
'PAID/CAPE COAST CASTLE' with fleuron, not a very clear example but none are, believed only three 
examples exist, sold for [1320 ([800). 
Die proofs seem to have lost some of their popularity. The 1875 die proofs without value went for 
[143 ([100) and [165 ([120). Examples dated 1920 - 22 BEFORE and AFTER STRIKING fetched near 
estimates of between [60 and [100. 
A lovely 1884 biseit of the 1876 2d green used locally from Winnebah to Accra stayed within the Circle 
at [1760 ([700). This same cover is illustr.ated in Spowart's 1929 booklet on Gold Coast. 
The Ashanti Wars covers fetched around estimate. The 1874 envelope, slightly damaged, made [220 
([200) and the 1898 NORTHERN TERRITORIES front, ex 'Ashanti', [770 ([500). The 1900 Prahsu sold for 
[264 ([250). 
There were twenty lots of cancellations and most sold for around about estimate. Six CENTRAL OFFICE, 
mostly fine strikes, made [264 ([200) and a selection of about 500 in a stock-book, including many on 
Q.V. issues, soared to U045 (£400). 
The high-light of the Postal Stationery section was the 1879 l~d postcard essay with text and stamp 
hand-painted. The new owner paid [650 ([400). 
Finally, I come to the Cover section and I have included some items from other sections. An 1876 6d 
on a 'trifle soiled' 1877 envelope was quite cheap at [176 ([80). Another envelope with two 1876 
4d.'s and a black 'PAID AT CAPE COAST CASTLE' in two rings and dated 1879 was more expensive at [506 
([250). The 1881 Addah 'Seal', illustrated on the front cover was the highest priced item of the sale 
at [2310 ([1000). 
A ~d P.S. card with an X BORG CASTLE 1890 arrival mark sold for [154 ([70). The writer can only 
re-call seeing two examples of this and was happy to be the purchaser. The lot also included an 
1897 VICTORIABORG on a ld P.S. card. 
Another interesting lot was the 1900 Book Post Wrapper and the large oval 'OFFICIAL PAID GOLD COAST 
COLONY/G.P.O./ACCRA' . This was sent to Southern Nigeria where it received an Akassa arrival c.d.s. 
This also stayed within the Circle at [176 ([75). A 1900 'TOO LATE' seemed reasonable at [82 ([80). 
And the 1900 Jebba 1907 wreck cachet on postcard, a less usual font, fetched [132 ([100) 

Stanley Gibbons October 7 - 9th 1992. - The Editor 

GAMBIA 
6d. Bright Blue S.G.8 var [88 ([60) 

1880-81 wmk. sideways 4d. brown wmk. inverted & 3d. wmk. upright inverted both used [46 ([40) 

1880-81 wmk. upright ld. maroon double embossing (S.G. l2B var) 

3rd printing pos 3 mint lightly mounted [121 ([100) 

1886-93 ld. crimson double embossing (S.G. 23 var) fine used [176 ([140) 

2~d. deep bright blue double embossing (S.G. 27 var) mint [176 ([140) 

4d. deep brown wmk. upright (S.G. 3la) used [440 (£500) 

1898-1902 6d. olive green and carmine malformed S variety (S.G. 43a) [93 ([60) 

1906 ld. on 3/- surcharge double (S.G. 70a) light toning ·used U980 ([2600) 

~on 2/6 strip of 4 & ld. on 3/- first ~ with variety PFNNY but with break in bars used on 

registered commercial cover only 3 or 4 known [550 ([400) 
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GOLD COAST 
1876-84 De La Rue APPENDIX Sheet - Gold Coast Postage Stamps. Exisitin g proposed schemes of 
colours with ~ d. imperf. Id., 2d. & 4d. line perf. plus 6d. perf. l2~ £825 (£800) 
1889-94 5/- proposed key plate essay hand painted in mauve blue and cream on tracing paper 
dated Feb 22 89 £770 (£500) 
1884-91 2d. grey inverted wmk. used £88 (£75) 
1904 - 06 2 /6 imperf. colour trial also issued stamp overprinted "specimen" £99 (£120) 

SIERRA LEONE 
1965 Margai & Churchill 2L. on 10/- surcharge value omitted S.G. 376a m.m. £93 (£100) 

The "Ro bert Seaman" Gambia - Harmers London March 11th 1992 - M. Roberts 
By the time Graham Childs had reached the Gambian lo t s in this sale (some 250 superb classic Canada 
already having been sold) there was only a handful of bidders present in the room. Three brave WASC 
members were amongst them and fought a rearguard action against a strong book. 

Robert had assembled his collection over the past fifteen years or so. Clearly there were sections 
of the collection he favoured in preference to others. Comparisons with earlier sales reveal 
interesting results . An unused marginal block of SG3 sold for £700-00. This block, with heavy 
staining on its last appearance at Harmers, made £230-00 in June 1986. A 4d'rate cover of 1886 with 
enclosures purchased at (but not being part of) the Dale-Lichtenstein Sale made £700-00 against an 
October 1990 price of [600-00. 

The auctioneers are to be congratulated on their generally very accurate estimates. An 1888 Id, 
presumably printed paper rate cover to France sold at [300-00 and the Victorian keyplate set of 8 
used on cover with target cancels reached [100, both exactly on estimate. Other late Victorian covers 
sold well, except for the flagrantly philatelic. One attractive and, to date, unique, item was the 
World War I Bathurst censor cover discovered, I understand, by Robert in France. This sold to a 
prominent Wiltshire collector for £180-00 against a less than optimistic [60-00 estimate. 

Finally four mixed lots and collections found new homes with collector members of WASC. There could 
be no complaint from either vendor or purchaser in the case of the TPO's (£550-00 against £400-00 
estimate), cancellations (£330/£200), Postal Stationery ([480/£340) and mixed covers (£380/£400). 

I gather that Robert was generally very satisfied with the result. Only three or four lots were unsold 
and with a General Election looming and the economy in a depressed state this sale demonstrated again 
that good material will always be in demand with collectors even when green shoots are nowhere else to 
be seen. 

(10% Buyer's Premium to be added to all quoted prices). 

B.W.A.: Phoenix International Auctions, Nottingham - M. Roberts 
Saturday May 30th 1992 saw perhaps the best provincial B.W.A. auction since the collection of the late 
Harold MacMillan was sold in Derby in 1985. Our member Roger West is one the quickest and most adept 
stamp a uctioneers in business at the moment although he protests that mounting the rostrum is the 
aspect of the busine~ he enjoys least. Any inaccuracies in this report are due to a combination of 
Roger's speed and your reporter's incompetence. 

The sale was built around the Gold Coast Collection formed by Ken Macrea. Prestamp material sold 
generally in line with estimates although the Cape Coast Castle Paid cover of 1861 featured on the 
front cover of the catalogue sold for £1,150-00 + VAT (estimate (750). Adhesives and specimens were 
also selling at or a little below estimate. The covers and postmarks, however achieved very strong 
prices indeed . Included were a 1900 Ashanti Expedition cover with a letter from the impromptu 
postmaster at £380 (estimate (300) , a stampless 1884 Axim cover endorsed "Postage Prepaid" in red at 
£330-00 + VAT (estimate (350), a strip of 3 Victorian 4d mauve with superb Elmina seal cancels at 
£100-00 (estimate (50) and a 1896 Odumase card with boxed "Too Late" at £125-00 + VAT (estimate (100). 

A splendid 1934 TPO cover with boxed "Posted on Train/without Extra Fee" surprized the auctioneer by 
achieving £160 + VAT against an estimate of £45-00. There were, however, a number of inexpensive lots 
and with many individual covers in the £15/£25 range everyone should have bought something. The 
trouble was that powder was being kept dry for the postmark collections at the very end of the section 
each of which had estimates of £100-00 or £125-00. These sold consistently at £760-00 + VAT each. 
Two of our members who travelled from Edinburgh and Milton Keynes respectively were seen to lose 
colour and mutter unprintable oaths at this point. The auctioneer and, I understand, the successful 
absent purchaser were however very pleased at the result. 
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Elsewhere, Gambia proved rather dull (or perhaps more accurately rather over estimated), your 
reporter managed .to pick up the odd undescribed trifle in a couple of mixed lots of covers. The 

were strong, particularly postal items with Coast stationery in demand. 

It was amongst the strong section of Sierra Leone outstation postmarks however that estimates were 
exceeded by largest 1902 Kabbelli (f150), 1902 Port Lokkoh (£85), 1903 Cline Town 
([80), and Kaballa examples of covers selling at four or five times estimate. 

Overall a thoroughly enjoyable sale with the odd bargain and several surprizes. Roger's auctions are 
featuring some very interest worldwide material. Try to attend one. There is no danger of falling 
asleep or of miss the last train home. 

[NB A 5% + VAT Buyer's Premium is to be added to the quoted prices] 

The Gambia Handbook says (p. 139): "A Postal Agency here was referred to in the Colonial Records for 
1937,1938,1939 and 1947, but no cancellations of the period have been seen." On a recent visit to 
the Gamb ,I was able to use the National Archives for that period: here are some extracts from the 
records of the time. Numbers in brackets are the Gambia National Archives reference numbers. 

Report of the Commissioners for the North Bank Province (2/1632), March 1937: "During the Quarter the 
Provincial Clerk was appointed as Postal Agent for the sale of stamps, the collection of mails for 
postage, and the custody of inward letters until called for by the addressee: the arrangement is 
working satisfactorily." Sale of stamps for the quarter: EO.13.0d. 

June 1937: "The Provincial Clerk continues to act as Postal Agent at Kerewan throughout the Quarter. 
The establishment of a similar agency at Jowara has not yet materialized." Sale of stamps E2.9.2d. 

September 1937. Sale of stamps [3.l2.6d. 

1938 No records. 

March 1939. A new postman was appointed on 1.1.39. 

June 1939: "The imprest of 5 value in stamps held by the Kerewan Postal Agency was checked .... 
Though the amount of business is comparatively small, the provision of postal facilities is much 
appreciated ... ensuring a regular bicycle mail service between Kerewan and Bathurst which is 
especially important while the Government service of river steamers is reduced." 
September 1939: "The Postal Agency at Kerewan has been open throughout the Quarter." No figures for 
the sale of stamps. 

Then there are no records, or no mention of Kerewan in the existing records until 1946. 

Post Office Report for 1946 (2/2542): there were Postal Agencies "with restricted postal 
facilities ... at Cape St. Mary, Brikama, Kerewan and Kristi Kunda." 

Post Office Report 1947: Postal Agencies as before, but Kerewan has been pencilled out In the C.N.A. 
copy (presumably not earlier than 1948). 

Senior Commissioner Correspondence (9/21): 11 June 1948, in a discussion as whether Brikama should 
have an agency: "Kerewan has an agency". 

4 September 48: "As the Commissioner is moving to Mansa Konko a Posta Agency will be wanted there 
instead of Kerewan. The P.A. at Kerewan is not referrred to again, and we may assume it closed soon 
after, as Mansa Konko opened on 25 October that year. 

Cancellations: Very possibly there was no canceller in this first incarnation of the P As these 
extracts show, there were levels of Postal Agency: Cape St. Mary and Brikarna did not achieve full 
P.A. status with canceller till 1949 and 1950, and Kristi Kunda never. Even today many P.A.s do not 
have 	their own canceller. 
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AEROPLANE CRASHES IN THE GAMBIA "STAR LEADER" AND OTHERS 

R.J. MADDOCKS 

In a now disused cemetery of the colonial era not far from the centre of Banjul, the capital of the 
Gambia, I came across one particular grave which perplexed me. It was a communal grave for twenty 
persons who had died on 7th September 1946. As can be seen from this photograph (Fig. 1) the 
headstone merely lists in alphabetical order the names of the deceased and the date, giving nO 
circumstantial detaile as to the cause of death. I was unable to obtain any information whatsoever 
from Gambian sources and could only assume that there had been a disaster of some kind, possibly an 
air crash. 

Then almost a year later in March 1992 a postal history auction catalogue provided me with the answer. 
In Mike Piggin's auction of that month there appeared as Lot No . 662 a 1946 London - Jamaica airmail 
cover salvaged from British South American Airways Avro-York aircraft "Star Leader" which had crashed 
on take-off from Yundum airfield in the Gambia on 7th September 1946 (Fig. 2), All passengers and 
crew were killed, some mail was recovered. 

I wrote to Mike about the coincidence and he kindly sent me not only a photocopy of the cover but 
respective Post Office loss notices and a Press clipping on the whole accident; these are reproduced 
here by his courtesy (Fig. 3). 

The pilot of the fated aircraft was Captain J . N.S. Cumming and his name is included in those inscribed 
on the headstone. 

Quite by chance therefore, pos tal history helped to recall and explain a long forgotten incident. 

With reference to Barbara Priddy's article in "Cameo" July 1990, I have seen a photostat of a cover 
Hamburg - Mo ntevideo (Fig. 4) salvaged from an earlier crash in the Gambia. On 12th March 1937 a 
Deutsche Lufthansa plane "D-ALIX" crashed prior to landing at Jeshwang (airfield used before WWII) ­
this was the information given in the auction catalogue of another auctioneer. 
However another enigma arises since, according to Gambian records, the plane bearing these 
registration letters, the "Rostock", was not a mail plane though indeed was lost in 1937. Possibly 
Lufthansa after applying for and receiving authorisation for this plane to land in the Gambia over a 
six months period subsequently changed the purpose of its flights or gave the registration letters to 
another aircraft as indeed happened on two or three known occasions without notification being given 
to the Gambia Government . 

On 26th November 1938 there was another crash at Jeshwang involv i ng Lufthansa plane "D-AIVI", the 
"Preussen". I have not seen any example of salvaged mail for illustrative purposes, if indeed mail 
was carried on what appears to have been its inaugural flight. 

O1.visiooal Cootro:ller' 5 Office Prp-:! 5 !md aro ads;ast Not1c~. P.B.N. ~508 
London Po stal R",gion, 
King Edward Str~et, Lo ~s of Air Ilail Corre~ondence for SJuth 
London E.C.l. end C!i:!ltr~ . ti!!!:rica 1!!:ld th!: W"st IDC1~? 

3l. st • .Jannary~9'7. 
rear Sir, The P0stUlastar Ga!lerel· ennoU!lce=, th'lt .o.1r mail 

l'1it!': refereDCe to your enquiry oi the corresPondence tor South and Central A:!!erica 
24th. Jaouary rl?garcing loss of air mail cor:"'!s­ and the W'!st Indles posted in th~ Onited Kingcom
concenC!;! conveyed by the aircraft "Star Leader" on the 4th. Of Sept'3llb'lr and part of the co!',es­
it can be stated that all mail for J ·:maica MC ponc.eoce po sted on the3rC. and 5th. 0 f 5ept emb er 
Balboa ane gone of the"maLl for Cuba, Argentine has be'=!] destroyed in the acc1deot to the British 
anc Trinidad, has been salvaged and refor"arc.ed South American Air'lfaYsaircraft "Star Leader" by 
to the re~ ectiv e destinations. which the ma.U s "ere conveyed.

Yours faithfUlly, 
F. Benoett, G?NFRAL POST OFFICE 9 SEPTEMB1<'R 1946. 

Fb r t1vi sional Coilt roll er. 

Fig. 3 
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,\ l' u rl ilcr Accident Rcporr 
I','\R U : AD ER,"' Uriu,h SIHJlh Americln AirW;lYS'" ,\v ro 
Yo rk, wh ic h c r;\,h ::.u nt.: :! r Yllnt.hlm At r1'ic h t. n .llhltt" t, 

li.ll nhi i\ . on S": l1l cnl bcr 7. 19-1(1 , \VJlh .1 IU"'5 or :!4 live.s . i .. the 
'lIbject 0.£ ~hc blcs t ~ (.c id c:n l r~pu rt i".;ucu by the: M in i... !ri' ofF i g. 1 Civil AViation on Ap n l I 1 :lno tJ'IICU Oecc.: moc( 4 1:1 ,, 1. T h\! 
aircr:l fl. operalin g fro m Engl:lnd It) ~uu lh America , c r:"hctl 
:'Iho rlly <1( I ~ r l;Jk lO ~ un f rul1l Yundu fIl , where il h;ld been 
rcrudlcd for the ,\d:JlltlC c ro\'\l n g. T .... I,.·l lly ril 'i 'it'0 J; c r ... ,1111.1 .1 

crcw of fuu r W\: ( t al l Llr lctJ, as fCPI HI c.: t.I III the Septe m ber I J. 
1946, is~ u e o f the T il E. f.ROI'LA!"ro t:. 

Arri vin g (If Yun uullI :H 0'2 .4 ) h r" o n S.:p lanbcr 7. the at ' 
er:tf, W:l S rd ue-I led IU :1 101 :11 pr ~ ..? .~~ !l .lI lo ll 'i of p etrol, ;\11(1 
the o il lJn ~ ... !u rp<.'d up. ,\ Ill;"J ,hee l rr~o'H t.:d by Ihe Ir;llli c..: 
"Ilk-er rc'."c:1 ktl Ih:1I Ih o:: weJ gfll .11 the lime o f [J t ,,: ~p l r 
hd ow Ihe m:u. illlu m r' ~ rlll i, .. ihle ;.1 11'1),' \\ .:!gh l :111(..1 Ihe C.G. ~\ . I~ 
wilh in Ihe )pecl fic:d limit.;;. 

Wtlneucs heard [hI! n ~ if\ ~i rU Il 'up t,dtlr..: th :t ircrJfl Idt. 
On 1:'Ik.c·ol1 :u 04 .08 hrs. in th..: dad... Ih..: r\.l n w;" appmxlma lcly 
1..500 yds. J OU nClbou y not iced iln ylhi nG un u~u : d in Ihl! nlli'l! 
o f [he enl,; in~. Oct \" 'c:cn IJ [0 ~ flllnu t l!t .d(~, k aving Ih..: a\,' (o' 
JrofTlc th!! sou nd oC lh t: cr:l 'i h \ \:!'i hC:1rcJ .. nd a t 10 w v.'a ' ~C(fi 
in lh ~ sk y. 

Up to the lime o r rhe J CCi lknl Ih<: :I ircr:t f [ h,ll.! flnv.n ;1 

101;\! of 4S) hou rs. '"'p. n fr ol1l ::l ch,1ngc o f [hI! ,\Iarhu:lru 
inna pOWf! r p la ne the engine ", h:l u been (rcc o f " ,, "h ie. 
Take·nfT weigh t was 68.770 lb .. th~ I lmil un Ih~ C. (I( .'\. . b..: ing
"), 1.000 lb. 

A n e.' .::lminJ. lilln o r Ih~ \4 rt.~k:t~c by Ihe J\~cld..:n h In ... ..: "[i J:;ltt,,o 
S r.lnl·h uf the M. C. A. showed Ih.1l {he: ~ I rc r-.(t lud ~r~ s ht!~ 
uno tll<: 1"..1> twO mile::! Sou.h o{ tbe o irfie ld. Dun"i the 
fall few ino=u of i.. nilln. )he , i,crut wa.s b. nked steeply 
co po n and In.ellina a • • , h.llow >nile. The ti nt impacc 
occurre wheD th e: PO " wing st ruck a geo uD of t rC'O 410 tu 
t~ It. hia/>. Af.er tr.Jvelh ng ro r • rew h undred yordJ ' he .i r<. 
enft crnf;h(:d through mo rc rrt:es 1:1 it ro lku o'le:r ra pon . The: 
Jirfr.lmc slructure Wtl$ c:om pktcly 'im;uhcd ~nd SlteW D {hrou~h 
the: bush ia .&. !3nwi.s.c manne r. Erl Clnc-s h:ad been lom out I't 
lbcir attachment> .od the pon cnlino were rouod Od Ibc nllh,. 
b:and .ide o f Ibe 'In'Cl:k.,...r.a.il IOILh the ""hOArd ~l:inc, on 
the lefr. of the. tr.il. . The r l!'-a( en t.! or Ihe rll"ld:1~e wi. h th e: 
remain~fcr of the r:1I 1 un ll \-\01:1,\ ro und u h~ In\'c rh:u A ll petro l 
I~nk s h:t d bUNt .1 nU :l. li re (If cun .. iJer.lb lr.: intl!n il y OCC"urreu 
No evi ucrK'c WJ,. ('~l lI HJ 10 S\.Il::t:e,( 111 ;11 Iher!; ha J hl.."cn scnJclu ,.-;d 
f.lil url! before the i,np.lct. 

F.nGlnes w~rl! rc:movt:u frum Ih..: "lie o f lh~ ;u . .:t'i..J..:n l ~nJ 
"t n pp<d <.lown td cr.1ni.CJ 'l< rc: v~1 :o...ttnc \If rh ..: ouw~r 01: 11 11 
f cvalt:d cviden",c ot 1'lrf:<r:I'ih Cu 11 ur..: . .\ir...cfC\4'" w(f\!r~tJ 
jCvere Inlernal u.lIn .I~( from the for~< uf Imr;ICI . 

AIr Comm do re Vcr n,'n OtoINn, Chlcf 1J1 ..~t.:h J r ur Ac..:idl.!nl' 
10 Ihe M C .•"'" cuncJuwrJ Iha.t 00 :uri\o,,1 ." " um.lum Ihl! ;tircr.tfl 
\101;1) 1i~rv icnblc, cu r r('CI I\' l n ll icl:'u till th ...· .\( rucJrom..: amJ 
prtlpcrfv refudlcd. 8.101·in.1lilltl ,If the ""(,,,"'Cl r:\ ik J In (1.:''I,It::, 1 
110), C'v:dcncc u( r.lc fcr.: r il i th e ;l irf r:. llnc, engines o r c~) !l I (O I~ 
whic h ~olll r.l nOl he Iltlr ibutcJ 10 ill lf1 ;u,:t. 1 here W:H IH I(h in ~ Iu 

~~~~;~ tice~~~~C 7;t l h~ i~dY'l,lij ll l\:~c~~~"~\!hr~ ~(~fl~~I~~:r\~t!~'~ 
ytl lH.L Allhuu~h Ihe rH".11. C" pLli JI J. N. S. C Ull1tning. h:1 U 
; lcc uI1lIlI Jh.~ u md rc than 3.000 11) fn }; !lVi/ Cf. he \4";)j Inl!"I:"..:rien~eJ 
on Ihii rypt;; of :1I n.: r.tfl. His 101:\1 lime un Avro Yt,rks \\ :l"i 

13 hn. 31 minI.. by d :1 Y and 1 h" . I j l11 in, h y n ig.hl. u( 
wh ic h J h" . ~:! nl in O( . by ~ly :lull I hr. J nl i-n'" . 1{ ni .. h r \\~ fI': 
flown :1'; Ca plc\ln. This W;J. ~ hi, fir... 1 )\Ir~ l· (' l tl ll\:ln.l nil .1 
,,-= h~l..Iul(.'t.I ~rviC'e JnJ Ihe n(-; [ 1:1/.. "':· \IIT he" na J l1lall..: by ...hy 
or ni ~hr in J o rk IU:lu<..:d lu li ltl r,.; Ih. 11I ('5.i)()() Ih. 

In {he opinion o( th\! ( hid In'r":":h1r ...If ,\ "1,," ;1..11..:111:) Ih..: .h.xid..: nl 
"""" ~lIrrcl..l .1 " l ilt! rC':c ult or [he ('apl:lill 11I1',illg (. l>lIlr\11 p f rll\! 
;Iircr:lrt " ,,· r y sho rlly J.f[l: r il kCI Ih..: ~r\ \III1J . I h..: ...·:11"..: or 
rh..: 1\1-.'\ t,r ...· \IHtrll l "';\:'1 pr tll,.,o l}' dill.! hi :1 lI \ i ' l \.Indlllll~ "r th ..... 
(.:I>nl rul ", I,y the C lpl :) ill . . 

' lI ('1 ic :;: llr Ih~' :n ·cid..:n t r-':p " rt l ·; II. h~' "h Lliuc tl rl l' lIl I1 \1 . 
'\1.ll i " Ih·(\· ( lH i" lrf· · (" 

Backstamp 
Fig. 2 

Mr. G.e. Gunter, 

Half-.,ay Tr8e, 

King stan, 

J2lIIaica, 

British West · Indi es . 
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THE FORGED POSTMARKS OF KUNTA-UR 

JEREMY MARTIN 

I refer readers to Len Weldhen's detailed article on these forgeries in Cameo whole number 29. In 
a postmark collection purchased recently were four pieces with suspicious looking postmarks of 
Kunta-Ur. When I was able to check them with the notes provided by Len in Cameo, it was clear they 
were forged. The da~s differ and additional values are now known. 

The revised list of forgeries all on the Elephant and Palms issue, now reads: 

Value Perforation Dates 

id green 14 2 DE/29; 29JA/27; 29 Ju 27 
Id brown 14 2 DE/29; 29 Ju 27 
lid deep rose-carmine 14 x 14 3/4 2 DE/29 

rose-scarlet 14 2A P/27 

2d pearl grey 14 2 DE/29; 29 JA/27 

2id yellow 14 x 13 3/4 2 DE/29; 29 Ju/27 

3d bright ultramarine 14 2 DEC /29 

4d dark red 14 x 13 3/4 29 JA/27 

5d sage-green 14 2 AP/27 

6d deep r ose-claret 14 2 DEC/29 

7~d purple 14 29 JA/27 

1/- purple on yellow-buff 14 2 DE/29 


January 29th 1927 and April 2nd 1927 are both Saturdays. June 29th 1927 fell on a Wednesday. 
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POST OFFICES AND POSTAL AGENCIES: GAMBIA 1991 1992 

J.O. ANDREW AND p.a. BEALE 

On recent visits (Nov 91 by P.O.B. a nd Jul /Aug 92 by J.O.A.) we were able to call at a number of 
these. Because of the difficulty of getting to mos t, and of even getting in touch with some, here i s 
an account of what we found at each . 

Bakau (11.91): uses type 10 Registration label s reading BAKAU, / THE GAMBIA, and the old Cape St . Mary 
detestamp, very indistinct on the envelopes postmarked there. 

Banjul North (31.7.92): sign "POSTAL AGENCY" outside a small corner shop. Some airletters at the o ld 
rate (75b.), no stamps, no EXPRESS labels. 

Bansang (4.8 . 92) : small shop in village centre . No a irletters or EXPRESS labels. S.a.e.s. left with 
the duty shopkeeper arrived s afely, cancelled: BANSANG / 80 / 3 V / * / GAMBIA (Type 1). 

Barra (30.7.92): in a restaurant next to the wharf; no signb oard. It has moved since 1970 and 
continuity must be doubtful; the present Agent a cquired the Agen cy only recently. Airletters (with 
surcharge), a selection of stamp s , EXPRESS labels . The datestamp was unknown: letters are taken 
across to Banjul on the ferry at irregular but fairly frequent intervals; mine were cancelled there 
3 AU 92. Registered mail is not acc epted, but is distribut ed on proof of identity. 

Br ikama (11.91): uses a Registration label reading BRIKAMA, / THE GAMBIA, and a datestamp which 'Nas 
no more than a smud ge. The date was added by hand when the date s tamp was applied 2 second time on the 
reverse. 

Bwiam (4 .8. 92): sign "POSTAL AGENCY" by a small group of huts on the edge o f th e vill age , but t he 
Agent wa s out f arm i ng . An s.a.e. sent has been returned , opened , re sea l ed, wi th the Age nt ' s name and 
addres s on the back, but with no postal markings. 

Dankunku (4 . 8 . 92 ) : the Agent was said in the village to be in Ban j u l on s i c k leave. S . a . e.s sent to 
the Age ncy we r e returned postmar ked BANJUL. 

Fa rafen i (Nov 91 ): t he Ag ency send registered mail. On e receive d in 19 2 has a labe l r eadi ng 
Farrafeni , Gamb ia, one l i ne , in a very small type . Th e old doubl e r i nd dat est amp i s in us e . (P. O.B. 
now ha s regi s t r ati on l abe ls r ead ing Fa rra f eni, Fa ra fe nni, and Far afeni. 

Georget own (4 . 8 .92 ) : the Post Office was being refurb i shed, bu t busines s was being carr i ed out by th e 
Postma s t er on the ve r andah o f h i s house. Sel ec tion o f stamps , ai rl e t t ers and reg istered evenvel opes 
(G and H) , all unsurcharged. His datestamp was cl early t he or i ginal Type 4 (194 8!, does anyone know 
of one longer l ived ?) , as we re the stockbook and th e inkpad. Letter s a re taken t o, and brought from, 
Ban jul on Saturdays. The day' s datestamp read : GEORGETOWN/ * / ~ AU / 92 / GAMBIA . This was used on 
the regist e red mail posted, ordinary mail left was cancelled 8 AU (the Sat . ). Th e r egistration label 
reads: GEORGETOWN ,/ THE GAMBIA (Type 10). 

Gunjur (11.91): Uses Regi s tration labels reading P . A. JUNJUR / THE GAMBIA (Type 9b), and the old 
double-ring datestamp now getting rather faint. Note misspelling. 

Serekunda (11.91): A busy Post Office. Uses Registration labels reading SEREKUNDA, / THE GAMBIA 
(Type 10). An s.a.e. A.R. registered envelope arrived safely; the Gambian A.R. c ard was not 
datestamped. Their oval registration datestamp reading REGISTERED / date / P.O. SEREKUNDA was 
previous ly illustrated in Cameo when first used in 1982 and is still in use. 

Between us we vi s ited more than half the Gambian "village" agencies and offices; we found that many 
Gambian s do no t use them except for foreign mail; and in the cases of Bwiam, Barra, and the Banjul 
Central St amp Vendor, many people living close-by seemed unaware of their existence . Re grettably, we 
cannot advise members to try to send for postmarked envelopes even if postal orders are enclosed. 
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(This article is intended to complement p.a. Beale's in Cameo July 1992.) 

I paid three visits to the p.a. in an attempt to find out how it worked in practice. There are six 
counters (2 STAMPS, 1 REGISTERED, 1 PARCELS, 1 M.O.O , 1 SAVINGS BANK). A variety of stamps was on 
sale, as were airletters (75b. + 75b.), registered envelopes sizes G and H (ID 50 + 3D 50 
surcharges, which appear to be individually handstamped, were introduced , along with new 
the beginning of the financial year" 1992. 

I sent letters to various addresses: the internal one arrived the day after posting; the fastest to 
the U.K. took 44 hours, and to France 48 hours. These were registered letters and airletters. Times 
taken depend on the hour and day of posting; not every day has a mail-carrying plane. Internal mail 
is delivered to the addressee, but usually takes much longer than my example.· Internal registered 
mail is kept at the p.a. and a notification s ip delivered to the addressee who must collect. 

All my mail was cancelled by hand 24 and 12); the machine appears not be be functioning 
(l.r.d. is 11 JUL 1991). One long-standing tradit of the Gambia p.a. is alive and well; that of 
inverting various parts the date, thus: BANJUL /30 JL/l6 (and 28 JL, though 20 JL was normal); and 
BANJUL / (AU/92. I also have the same mark with normal 3, and conclude that the figure must have 
been changed in the course of the day. 

Two airletters with obvious enclosures were not taxed or sent by searnail. I succeeded, after 
insisting, in registering an airletter and a postcard, but failed to send a small packet by seamail 
and to get POSTED OUT OF COURSE and 'TO PAY markings. Gambians were making heavy use of the Express 
service, a red handstamp at the Banjul P.O., not a label. 

Other rates: airmail to U.K./EUROPE 2D (up to 20 gr.) 
express fee 3D 

tration fee 5D 
Despite the increase, at an exchange rate of l5D 50 El these seem good value. 

LEN WELDHEN 


I refer to Stanley Gibbons advertisement in the July 1992 issue of "Cameo" wherein it is stated that 
the copy of Gambia SG3la 1886-93 issue - 4d Watermark Upright used "which is still the only recorded 
example of this variety". 

The senior members of this Study Circle will doubtless recall that in my display of Gambia given to 
the Circle in the mid-sixties, I did show my copy of this variety and which is still in my possession. 
The colour is black brown and it is cancelled by a Type 8B postmark in black dated JA24 

I well remember John Davies say to me - with an exceeding wide smile - "We'll take your word, Len, 
that it is the Upright Wat As it has an RPS Certificate it means that there are only 13 left 
to find. Go to it! My copy cost only (or was it 1/3d) 
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1902: GAMBIA P.O. COMMISSION 

J.O. OLIVER 

In 1902 the Gambia Government appointed a Commission to enquire into the workings of the Post Office. 
The reasons were several: widespread local dissatisfaction with certain aspects of the running of the 
P.O., a series of incidents with drunk Postmasters, complaints from stamp dealers abroad through the 
Colonial Office and M.P.s. The report of the Commission was presented in July 1902 and is contained 
in the Public Records Office (C.0.87 167). Unfortunately it cannot be photocopied as the bound volume 
of papers for 1902 is too thick. It could be photographed (at f2.35 per page!). 
Here are some extracts: 

The personnel of the Post Office was: 

Mr. T.E. Pierce, Acting Postmaster (and Collector of Customs, and Treasurer of the Colony). 

Mr. E.C. N'Jie, Chief Clerk, Money Order Clerk, Clerk Accountant "and superintends the 

general working of the department in 'the absence of the Pos tmas ter." 

Mr. I.G. McCarthy, Assistant Clerk, Assistant Accountant, Correspondence and Registration 

Clerk, Clerk in charge of the Gazette Rolls. 

Mr. L.F. Shyngle, known as the Sorter, also Stamp-seller, Parcel Post Clerk, Mail Clerk, 

Messenger and Cleaner. 

"on a mail day, the whole staff, including the Postmaster, have to turn to." 


Among the submissions were the following: 

"There are times when, owing to the absence of the Sorter, who might have gone on other 

official duties, stamps cannot be had". S.H. Jones, Merchant. Others made the same 

complaint. 

"There is serious delay in the delivery of letters brought down by the Mansah Kilah from the 

river". A.D. Temple. (The Mansah Kilah arrived at 3 or 4 p.m. on Saturday, when the P.O. 

was closed until 8 or 9 a.m. on Monday. She left again early Tuesday morning, so that quick 

replies were not easy!). 

"If the ship calls at any port for which I have mails, I go ashore and deliver the letters 

to their owners. At some ports there is no need to go ashore because canoes come alongside 

the ship for passengers and mails". Purser of the Mansah Kilah. 

Sorting took too long, and the P.O. boxes were situated inside the P.O. so that they were 

only in use during opening hours. 


Stamps were not easily available: 

"At present I am the only one holding Government permission to sell stamps". E. Thomas, 

licensed stamp vendor. 

Parcels went to the Customs, and were sometimes sold by Public auction after due time "as 

the consignees were unaware of their existence". 


The Commission recommended that: 

- the Post office should be moved. 

- the staff should be more closely supervised by the Treasurer, so an Assistant Postmaster 

should be appointed at f150 - £200 per annum. 

- two apprentices be employed at f18 p.a. and £12 p.a. 

- £20 be paid for extra help when English mails come or go. 

- the Messenger should deliver mail, at least registered mail. 


All these were approved, and acted on (though the P.O. did not move to its new building till 

1912, and deliveries were always inconstant). 
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MISDIRECTED/REDIRECTED WEST COAST MAIL 

R.J. MADDOCKS 

The cover here illustrated was posted in Freetown, Sierra Leone on 12th April 1915 addressed simply to 
one 'Mr. Bundu Kamerun/via Sekondee/Camacery' and thus began a three months coastal journey taking in 
the Cameroons before, presumably, it reached the addressee in the Gold Coast. 

The routing was according to the backstamps as follows:­

Freetown GPO 12/4/15, Duala, Kamerun 26/5/15, Seccondee 6/7/15, and, indistinct,Coomassie 7/7/15. 
(Front Waterloo, Sierra Leone 12/4/1915). 

It is assumed that the sorting clerk at Freetown probably read the addressee not as Mr. Bundu Kamerun 
etc. but as Mr. Bundu of Kamerun via etc. and despatched it to that country then for the most part 
under Ang10-French military occupation. It is further assumed that at Dua1a the redirection was made 
by crossing through "Kamerun" as part of the addressees name and adding the words 'Kamerun' and 
'Gold Coast' in the body of the address. The ink used and the handwriting itself are different to 
those of the person who had originally addressed the envelope. 

On reaching the Gold Coast the Seccondee Post Office superscribed the cover "Try Coomassie" and 
underlined the word "Camacery" both made by blue crayon. 

As a matter of interest does any Gold Coast specialist know whether there is in fact a "Kamerun" 
district . quarter or settlement in or near Kumasi? 
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GOLD COAST AIRMAIL 


ROY COOPER 


The eaLliest AiL Mail SeLvic e to pass within 1500 miles of the Gold Coast was the French combined sea 
and aiL seLvice to South AmeLica which used DakaL as a junction. Mail fLom EULope staLted in 1929 and 
no doubt caLLied mail to Europe soon after this date. 

~y AIR MAil 
. PAR AVION 

,f' POS Tf 0 UT 
._Of CDLlR E 

e.s,,~ . 
HOd AVeNV8 
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FV~HAN, 
L~NDt?~ J.JV.6.. 

ENC-.LAND. .
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J 

" 

I 
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This cover was probably posted on board ship between the Gold Coast and Dakar which would account for 
the crayon cancellation in blue (by the ships purser?). On Leaching London on 12 Sept , 1932 the 
registration label was applied and also the "POSTED OUT OF COURSE" cachet, because LegisteLed mail 
LequiLes a Leceipt from the Post Office. Backstamped Dakar 6 Sept. 1932 then by air mail to London 
where it received a London Registered datestamp of 12 Sept. 1932 and Fu1ham registered datestamp of 12 
Septmeber '32. 
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THE 'GHANA' HANDSTAMP 


JEREMY MARTIN 


I recently had the opportunity to st udy some of these hands tamps on unused examples of the Gold Coast 
1952-54 definit ive issue. 

The owner, Bar ry N. Blackman, i s not a member of the Study Circle. The examples he had comprised 2 x 
l id values, 2 x 2id, and 2 x 3d and 1 x 4d va lue . The stamps all had gum and the black GHANA 
handstamp, at a cursory glance, seemed simi lar to ones on a commercial cover in my possession. 

The position of GHANA varied as shown 

I ~ d. ,If'' 3" i-d. 

EJ [Z] 1/1 I~I 
I ~] EJ 

rn 
I have not seen these items before. Could they be essays for a first provis ional issue of Ghana? 

NEW GOLD COAST DISCOVERIES 


THE EDITOR 


Jeremy Martin reports the discovery at a Stamp Fair th at he attended, of a Gold Coast George V 1/= 
SG79b, used with watermark inverted. 

At an Empire Stamp Auction of 27 November 1992, a cover addressed to the USA bearing three "Aimensa" 
manuscript cancellations dated 14-4-06, previously unknown, fetched £330. A photocopy of the 
manuscript cancellations are set out below: 
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A GOLD COAST CURIOSITY 


ROY COOPER 


Gold Coast registered lett er by air mail from Togo to Chicago U.S.A. Bearing additional stamps of 
independant Togo c ancel led Lome Togo 14.2.51. Routed through Se ne ga l 17. 2.51 and arrived New York 
Feb 20, Chicago Feb 21. 

__ . _ , . ...: . .. .. ..r. _ . ' ~ , .. .. __ 

. .... -.f '-",~ \ ....... ~ -~ . ... -.. \ ,. r_ ,.,.....",- _._,. 
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RECEIPT OBTAINeD FOR IT. 
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GOLD COAST AND GHANA POSTAGE DUES 


ROY COOPER 


The 1951-2 stamps were issued in sheets of 60 (6 x 10) and were overprint ed "GHANA" in 1958. 

Each vertical column of the 1/- value con ta ins ten identical value tablets. However each vertical 
column differs from t he other columns as detailed. The 1958 stamps inscribed "GHANA" have the same 
charac teristic s although the centreing of the 1/- appears to be a little better. 

The degrees are the angle the stroke of 1/- makes with the base line of t he stamp. The stroke of 1/ ­
is level with the top of 1 on coluren "c" but varies in height on the others. The length of t he hyph en 
is 2.75 mm. on columns A.B .C and 3mm. on D.E.F. 

A B 	 C D E F 

76 	 2.75 mm 74 2 .75 nun 71 2. 75 mm 73 3.0 mm 81 3.0 mm 75 3.0 mm 
. . - ~ - . --........... , , ........................ , ................. - ..... - .... - - ... - ........... - .. .,~ 

I GHANA I I GHANA I1 GHANA I I GHANA I GRANA I 

V -...;~ 1/----) ( 1/- ~ (1/~ rli~! (I/~ ~/~. ~ . .:,..... . 
3 __ .111 __ _ i.V 1 j._·t.L411,flli;J.ill:a I:OHiO"#II.!I,. 1;;X,l'iB"#II.,I,.I;NM·ltl#ll ·!I'4 ( Il""n, 'nTO '1 ' 11;;X·EiOffiIH'14 1: II;;X'E-iB3#11·Ji'.1, 	 _............. 
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MYSTERY CRASH COVER 

E. B. PROUD 

With reference to the article on the Crash Cover in the July 1992 edi tion of "Cameo", I would point 
out that from July 1940-42 very little civil airmail was carried between Africa and the UK. There was 
no civilian airmail service to West Africa from th e UK during this period. It is almost certain that 
the cover shown was from a torpedoed ship , being carried by air on ly within Africa. 
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ECCLESIASTICAL MEMORIES OF WEST AFR ICA 

R. J . MADDOCKS 

1 was sorry to learn of Bishop Patterson's death - he was once my house guest in the Cameroons. To my 
'disgrace' my parrot, which he was trying to befriend, told him "Shut up, you noisy old b .... . !". The 
then Archbishop's response was to the effect that, whilst he was sure many people may have thought it 
or said so behind his back, it was the first time anyone had said it to h is face. He had a great 
sense of humour but 1 thought it prudent for the parrot to be banished to my cook/stewards care in the 
kitchen for the remainder of the Archbishop's stay. 

Al s o 1 have this lovely bit of correspondence from another Bishop, Bishop Rogan of the Catholic 
Mi ssion in the Cameroons. Dated 18th June 1961 it is addressed to a Mr. Ken Read one time General 
Manager of John Holt & Co (Liverpool) Ltd. in the Cameroons following Mr. Read's congratulatory le tter 
on the Bishop being honoured by the Queen with a C.B.E. 1 knew both men. I t is a response full of 
local colou r ( ~ a infall is 32 feet per annum!) and written at the close of an era and in the t wilight 
of two lives. Bishop Rogan first went to the Cameroons in 1922 and Ken Read must have serve d th ere 
for 30 years incl ud i ng the war years. 

----_._-­
BISHOP'S HOUSE, 

sOPPO. 8UEA.18th. June, 1961. 
CAMEROONS. W. AFRICA. 

De a r ~.tr . READ, 

I spent s r) nruch time 
" dmt ri ng Y<Jur beautiful handwrit ing . before open­
ing t he enve lope that I Inis sed one outgoing mail; 
I r ece1.ed many lett er s of congratulation fr<Jm 
f r iends Overse a s but your kind thoughtfulness 
in s ending me y <J \l.r and Mrs . READ 'S larg eh e arte d 
g <J od wi~hee and Con gr a t u l at ions af fected me more 
t han any of t he other lett e rs : - on e <J f the r e Bons 
being, I s uppos e, t ha t y'Ju an d 1 were the ' olde s.t 
inhabit 'lIlts , Bnd t he only uri ze winn ing residen ts 
f <Jp Long Service ( Mill G;)~d Conduct ) in Ga mco p­
oems for genC" r ati t)D s L '.Among my Ove pseas '·'iC" ll - ", ish­
er s W rO!! 811' James RObert 8on, Dr. RAI'ISON, F.V.E. 
Smi t h - la te Di rec tor of plantRti ons qnd BOTA- n i cal 
Gardens - " and t he usual .."Others t oo numer'lUS to 
mention ". GOD b less you a ll for your kindh~ 9rterl 
t hought f ulnes s •.• 

26t h. June - nine days and 100 
inc he s of Rainfa ll (g i ve o ~ take few' nmlg hts') 
s ince 1 WJ.' o·t e t ile above. ·Hav e been to Tiko, Kwnb a 
and Mb onge in t he meant ime . Suc h is mission li f ~ 
in theee da ys of j e t-prope li e d PROGRESS (?) . • Rains 
<;Iwi'u l. 'Ne are using l1f !!' - si ze petrol drums qS !'a i n 
g uges 8.nd empt y ing thenJ t h ree times a day . •. \~e ll, 
t h e ann ounce men t ·)f the Birthday HowJurs coincided 
with 9. Grand ReCI"p tion for MOI1sieur le President 
AHIDJO de la Republiiue Cameroun and his entourage 
( that' s French ), sui t e ( French aussi ) and other 
officials given by Premi e~ Fonchi3. in the Buea 
Mountain Hotel. ( Ma.ny of the guests thought 1 was 
giv i ng t lle party i n honCiur ofHer Ma j esty'sremem­
b r ance of me ! ) ... .And as the Drlnks we re on the 
Hous e ( of As s emb l y ) I took advantage of the 
opportuni t y t o " ki ll two duckfowl wi th the one 
cutlass" ( local c () lour ) by inviting all the 
gues t s to f ill their glasses again ( and .qgain •• ) •. 
Pres i dent Ahidjo got a great oitIficial recf'ption at' 
T1KO•. . Commissioner Field, Deputy Commissione~ 
Miln e, Colonel Fraser of the Grenadier Guarss, a 
Guatd of Honour supp l ied by the Grenadiers, the 
Grenadi ers b a/nd, Legal and Police and other Depart­
ments ••• IVONDERFUL! .• Also Big Noises from the WAR 
and COLONIAL Offices, London, were here for the 3 

'. days discussions. All top-secret,. of course •• The __ 
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F i r st B"rt t al i'Jn Gr enariier Guard s 11ave re l i ev",d 
t he Bedf ordsh i pe gegiment . B1g d ep ots a t B~ea, 

KUiT1ba, Mami'e and Bamenda "I'ith t heir I)wn R.A.F ., 
Me di cal , Eng i neering , Rad i o s.nd Transp or t Un its .• 
Government is se tting aside £100,000 f or Inde­
pe ndence ce l ebra t i l,ne • ••• Up to the time11 

.of go i ng t o Press NO ONE seems t o know jus t 
""ha t UN IFI CAT ION wi th t he Repub l l q,ue Camer 'J>.lI1 
me ans. Our 0 \'iTl Ml ss i'l n w'lrk keep s uS ' busy 
enough so we .'ll'e '1' l eav i ng to Ca esar t he t hings 
t ha t :Ire Cae sar's !I ••••• Sol'l'Y rr&'v i s i t' is 
"hort. I . ha Ve! DO LEN S of c ongr At ulatory 
let ter s to a cknOwledge and I WWlt EACH k i nd 
fr~C"nd to have a pers onRl lette~ • ••• 

With my best wi s he s to you and Mr s •. REAl) , 

You"' g"" " fullY = d .'~: 

ye s, my own days in AFRICA Rre dr aw ing to an 
end. My nex t tr ip home ' ( '1nri I hqv /, be en b -3c k 
ht" r .. t h.re <!! year s ! thq t means n 'l thing, 'I f course! ) 
will be my las t ..•• Sevent y f i v e next August 
B.11d fift y two year s i n Afric a! - what d OC"8 that 
make me qltoge t h er? One hWldr ed Bnd t wenty 
sC"ven, I think. Isn't tqRt a gr e ~t 8.ge· now for 
a man of my y ear s? 

http:rece1.ed


NIGERIAN CENSORSHIP 


JEREMY MARTIN 
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A correspondence purchased recently was mostly from Sierra Leone and India. However, three items were 
sent from Nigeria. 

The first was postmarked F.P.O. 46 and dated 13 HR 43. The second, illustrated, was written on 29 HR 
43 and seems to be F.P.O. 46 in AP 43. The third was written 16 MY 43 and received F.P.O. 46 of 
27 MY 43. 

The cover illustrated has a violet A 500 censor on the front 773?, and a similar one on the back 
number 2879. What is of interest is the censor label which appears to be a temporary one. It is 
black on brown paper the measurement of "CENSOR" being 52 x 9 mm. 

Upon showing this note to Neville Jones, he produced a similar mark on a cover from F.P.O. 46 9 NO 42 
to the U.S.A . This has a full cachet "OPENED/BY/CENSOR" with "Army Form W 3424". The brown paper 
suggests an emergency temporary printing. 

Neville also produced a censor label with a typed "OPENED BY CENSOR" in seriffed capitals (see 
illustration). This is on an F.P.O. 46 envelope of 1943, black on white. 
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NIGERIA THE DIE 11 KEY-PLATE ISSUE 


JEREMY MARTIN 


I recently had the opportunity to sort through s everal hundred copies of these Die 11 s tamps initially 
hoping to find Cameroon postmarks. However, there was little postmark interest but the stamps did 
produce some interesting finds. The period was circa 1930. 

There were some examples of the 'dot' under 'N' of 'Nigeria' on the 4d and 1/- SG 20 and 22 
respectively which Neville Jones c onfirmed as being from Plate 16, stamp 59. 

Under the 'A' of 'NIGERIA' there was a noticeable break in the frame-line. This occurred on the Id , 
3d bright violet, 4d and 6d SG 25b, 25d, 20 and 25e respectively. 

A minor frame break was also found on th e 1/- SG 22 which was in the upper left frame round the value 
tablet. 

There were also some striking shades. tleville Jon e s has dealt with these in great detail in his 1983 
pamphlet 'Stamps - 1914 to 1936. It did seem to the writer that some could be considered worthy of 
catalogue status. For example the 4d SG 20 on yellow paper and very pale yellow paper. The 1/ ­
SG 22 on emerald and also on blue-green paper. Finally, the 6d SG 25e with the name and value in 
mauve or bright purple. 

__IAJ 


Break in frame lineDot beneath Frame break below 
round valve tablet.'N' of 'NIGERIA' 'A' of 'NIGERIA' 

By editorial mistake, the article above together with the illustrations, got muddled with the article 
entitled "Nigeria The 1986 Definitive" in 'Cameo' July 1992. 

Ed. 

SIERRA LEONE INVERTED HALFPENNY PROVISIONAL OVERPRINTS 

FRANK WALTON 

It has been well do cumented that the overprinting was applied in two operations, one for the lettering 
and one for the cancelling bars. The inverted overprint variety of this provisional issue is c learly 
well known. The majority of s tamps with the overpr i nt inverted have the cancelling bars also 
inverted, ie obliterating the word POSTAGE at the top of the stamp. A few examples have been s een 
with the lettering inverted, but with the cancelling bar still i n the correct position. A similar 
item i s in the Royal Collection. 

Normal stamp Normal Invert Partial Invert 

Overprint and Ove rprint Inverted 
Bar Invert e d Bar Upright 
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SIERRA LEONE MAKOMBA COVER 

FRANK WALTON 

In my book, I listed MAKOMBA (Ref 100.01) as only being known from one incomplete strike on a loose 
stamp. A correspondent has shown me a cover to the USA, backstamped at Freetown in June 1901, with a 
clear strike of this scarce mark. This discovery shows a hyphen separating SIERRA-LEONE. 

lJh a :1/. ~/I 

Gaa/ Af/U~ 
/v~ /~ --ct2.d,/

c/~ ~.UuC0 ~ ­

THE LAST WORD - ZANA/ZARIA 

THE EDITOR 

Like the Chancellor, I have to eat my words sometimes. 


Roy Cooper's theory reprinted below, is probably the correct explanation. 


I have recently found a strip of 3 postmarked Zana June 23 1908. 

The stamps are the Id Edwards of 1905 SG 21. As you will see it is not a damaged "R" of Zaria but a 
weak stroke to the "N" 

It may be that whoever made the handstamp received a typewritten order to do so, in which case a badly 
spaced "ria" of Zaria would read as Zana thus Zana. 
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NIGERIA: HIBRITE PAPERS AND FLUORESCENT INKS 


DON VAN REKEN 

In the 1960's many postal administrations be gan to experime nt with ways of speeding up the pr oces sin g 
and cancelli!"lg - of letter mails _ This gener a l effort brought about changes in the papers and in tile 
inks available for production of postage stamps. 

The postage stamps produced for and in Nigeria were prcducts of these postal experiments elsewhere, 
for Nigeria was not (to my knowledge) concerne d with accelerated letter processing. Che mically 
whitened papers, which are sometimes designated hibrite, were t h e first products noted. These are 
quickly and easily seen under an ultraviolet long wave lamp. Some of the later printings of the 
issues of the Independent Federation of 1961 were printed on hibrite paper. Examples are S.G. No. 90, 
92 and 93. S.G.93 is from plate numbers 2A and 2B. 

The Lagos Conference issue of January 25, 1962 (SG 111-115) are all printed on hibrite paper. 
Likewise, the Reput I ic Day issues of October I, 1963. Curiously enough, only the low 1/3 issue of the 
Kennedy issue of August 1964 (SG 147) is printed on hibrite paper with other values being printed on 
normal paper. 

The 3d. value of the Republic issue of October 1, 1964 (SG 150) is the only value printed on 
hibrite paper. 

In the Ray Scout issue of January 1, 1965, the 3d. (SG 158) and the 1/3 (SG 160) are the only ones 
of the set on hibrite paper. Both the Quiet Year Sun stamps of April I, 19~5, are on hibrite paper 
(SG 161, 162). The later issues, 11U Cent e nary (SG 163-5), International Cooperation (SG 
166-8), and the Republic Anniversary (SG 169-171) are all printed on hibrite paper. 

Subsequent issues, especially definitives, were made more complex by the dyes - fluorescent and non 
fluor escent - used in diffe rent printings. It may be possible to separate printings of these issues 
of stamps by these characteristics. 

NEW SIERRA LEONE DISCOVERIES 

THE EDITOR 

At a recent po s tal auction, there was offered for sale a King George VI Id SG number 189, mint pair 
imperforate between, vertically. The only previous known pair was used and was imperforate 
horizontally. This pair has since disappeared. 

The same source has sent me an illustration of the 2d SG 191 partially imperf. to the top margin. 

0048 

................ 
~~~ 
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THE POSTAL HISTORY OF BRITISHAIR MAILS 


EDWAR D B. PROUD 


Publ. by Proud-Bailey Co. Ltd, p.a. Box 74 . Heathfield, East Sussex, TN21 8PZ. 
1991. 576 pages hardback, price £50 (p. &p. £2 U.K., £3 Overseas)

Barbara Priddy 
Another vo l ume in the well-known Proud Postal History series, this is f or the most part a collection 
of sources for British aerophilately 1870-1945. The author is to be congratulated on bringing 
together Post Office, avia t ion and ph i l ateli c sourc e s , an d the many previously unpublished Post office 
letters and memoranda quoted at l eng t h a r e ex tremely va luabl e . Th e volume is lavishly i llustrated 
with maps, posters, photogra phs of mail pl anes a nd other pe riod piec es . I was particularly pleased to 
see that the difficult war years had been included. 

In a volume of this scope there are bound to be omissions . err or s an d minor nuis anc es, which we hope 
the author wil l rec tify in a f ut ur e edit ion . The ma i n omis s ion i s an index , which makes it diff i cult 
for students of one count ry or a rea to f ind t he r el evant informa t i on, which is in t he case of We s t 
Af rica scattered in 38 places (t ha t I counted - there ma y be more ). The bibliography is very ske tchy 
as regards publ ished sou rces. 

The chap ters a r e unname d i n the l is t i ng on page 3 (wrongly t i tled 'Index' ) , and ch apters 1 (Pre-1919) 
and 5 (Un derpai d Air Ma i l and Air Mai l Marks) con ta in no references t o West Afr ica . Chapt e r 2 , 
Ch r ono log ica l Deve l opment of t he Ai r Ma il Serv i ces, i s c ompiled main l y from GPO no ti ces of ac ce ptance 
o f a irma i l s , but inc ludes o th er items Such as a i rl ine sch ed ules. The We st Af r ican s ch edu l e s are no t 
touched on (those of I mpe r i a l Airways can be found i n Peter Wingen t' s Movements of Airc raf t on 
Imper i al Airways' Air ican Rout e' ). Students o f Br i t i s h Wes t Africa wi l l find the r efe rences to th e 
Khar t oum - We s t Af r i ca s e rv i ce (pp 137, 149 , 160 , 161) and to the Freetown - Ba thur s t servi ce (p p 155 , 
160, 162) disappoin t ing ly br i e f . 

Chap te r 3, Ai r Mai l Rates f r om t he Un ited Ki ngdom , usefu l ly list ed alphabetically by country o f 
de s tin a t i on , is also fa i r ly brief on the Br i tish Wes t African t erri torie s. Fo r Gambia I would rather 
rec ommend Charles Leon ard's chap t er on a irma i l s i n 01iver Andrew's book, 'The Stamps a nd Postal 
Hi st or y of the Gamb i a', toge t he r with t he r a tes g iven la t er i n the same book . The Go l d Coast en t r y i s 
mis l e adi ng. in pa rts - one examp le will s u ff i ce: '1.3. 37 Ae r o Mari t i me began a week ly Dakar-Douala 
se rv i c e via Takoradi and Lagos' . Th is s erv ice did not e x tend beyon d Cotonou unt i l May 1937 and d id 
not as fa r as i s known ca rry mail f or Lagos or indeed oft en stop the re. Si milarly, in t he Nigeria 
e n try we are to ld ' 6 .11.31 The Ai rcr a ft Developmen t Co . began a week l y serv ice, Lagos to Ti ko using a 
Junker ( sic ) F- 13' : see Came o 19, Janu a ry 1984 , p. 19 5 , f or J eremy Mart in ' s artic le giving th e s tory 
of thi s abor tive a t tempt. Th e Sierra Leone ent r y has ve ry s ke tc hy note. Phil i p Beale ' s book on 'The 
Posta l Se rv ice o f Sierra Leone ' gives a much f ulle r and c lea r e r pic t ur e . Th er e a re also a couple o f 
mys teriou s countries - 'Brit ish Camer oons' and ' Toga (Brit ish) ' of wh ich all we are told is th e r a t es 
for sendi ng to t hem air l e tt e r s from 8.6 .44 and l et t ers and post ca r ds from Septemb e r 1945 . Agains t 
the various r a te s are s hown. va lua tions on a poi n t s system , wh ich some may f i nd useful. There a re of 
course no det a ils of ra t e s t o t he Un ited Ki ngdom, which i n t he case of Gambia and Sierra Leone we re 
not recip r·ocal. 

Chapter 4, Foreign ai r line s us ed to carry British ai rma i ls, is of i nt e rest to us for an account of the 
Fr ench air se rvi ce to Sou th Amer i ca via Dakar, conde ns ed somewhat i naccurately from Collot ~ nd Cornu's 
'La Li gne Mermoz ' (the Arc-en-Cie l crossing was, for example , 193 3 and not 1934). The section on the 
DLH South Amerc ian se r v ice via Bat hurst i s rather bet ter, and both sections contain interesting 
letters, reports and not ices. The section on PAA does not, unfortunately, mention FAH-22. 

Chapter 6, Airgr aphs, a useful st ra i ghtfo rward chronology, should be read in conj unc tion with the 
Secti on On 'British Forces, P. O.W . ' s etc .' in Chapter 3 . 
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Scattered throughout the book are numerous delightful misprints, such as 'forwarded' for 'founded' 
(p. 269), 'Goa-Naimey' for 'Gao-Niamey' (p. 215), 'addition' for 'edition' (p. 320) and 'Campaigne 
General Aeropostal' for 'Campagnie Generale Aeropostale' (p. 455). The punctuation is uniformly 
awful, leading to confusing sentences such as 'Initially in 1936 the service terminated at Kano, 
Northern Nigeria, the first flight Khartoum to Kano 13.2.26 was by D H 86, "Daedalus" being extended 
to Lagos on 15 October 1936 leaving London via Kaduna, Minna and Oshogbo.' (p. 368). This sentence 
also contains two factual errors: there was a previous survey flight, the flight referred to here 
being the first postal flight; and it took place not on 13.2.36 but from 15 to 16.2.36. 

I shall certainly buy this book and annotate it copiously. The idea is excellent, and it could be an 
extremely handy basic work of reference. However it needs considerable working over to eliminate 
errors and to incorporate the research and publications currently available. It is recommended to 
those who already have a basic knowledge of the subject, for its publication of GPO records and for 
its illustrations; but newcomers to aerophilately should treat it with great caution and would be well 
advised to check its statements with other sources wherever they can. 

SIERRA LEONE VILLAGE REGISTRATION POSTMARKS 

FRANK WALTON 

The Impression Books illustrate eight oval registered cancellations for Sierra Leone villages, 
although none had been recorded recently until this item came to light. It is an Edward VII 
registered envelope, with no additional stamps, clearly postmarked with REGISTERED / SERABU.SHERBRO 
(Ref 644.01) on 2 Nov 1909. This cover was in the WASC Auction in 1975 (see Cameo Volume 1/1, page 
14), with a reserve of £3. The estimate at a major London auction house in 1992 had risen to £400 ­
£500, a considerable increase. 

One similar mark is known to exist for Pujehun used 1n 1914, but this was not recorded in the 

Impression Books. 
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FOURAH BAY COLLEGEJ SIERRA LEONE 


FRANK WALTON 


In 'The Postal Service of Sierra Leone', Phi1ip Beale notes that Fourah Bay College was on the Post 
Office list for 1954, but not for 1956 or thereafter. During the compilation of 'The Postmarks of 
Sierra Leone', I did not see any evidence that this office had been used. Recently however I acquired 
a cover illustrating its use. The item is a Queen Elizabeth 4d registered envelope, with a blue 
adhesive registration label preprinted 'F.B. College' The stamp is cancelled with the nearby 
MOUNT AUREOL circular datestamp of 28 Sep 1957. Two pos sibilities spring to mind; either Fourah Bay 
College of fice was still open in 1957 but did not have its own canceller, or it had closed and 
Moun t Aureol was allowed to use up the surplus labels. Can anyone shed any further light? 

AI rz 

REGISTERED I LETTER. 
THIS LETTER MUSTBE GIVEN TO I AN OFFICER OFTHE F'OSTOFFIP 

TO BE REGISTERED AND A I RECEIPT OBTAINED FOR IT

RN:'B. College 

Messrs. IV. & } Foyle Ltd. 

119 - 125 haring Cross noad 

LONDO W C 2 

ENfLAND 

I~~ 

MAIL­

SIERRA LEONE: SECOND WORLD WAR CENSORSHIP 


FRANK WALTON 


EXAMINER QQ/34 


An additional number has been recorded for Type 4 of the Second World War Civil Censorship Tapes. 
EXAMINER QQ/34 has now been seen on an airmail cover from Sherbro to Casablanca. 
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SIERRA LEONE: LOCATION OF COMBRAYMAH 


FRANK WALTON 


The precise location of several of the early short-lived post offices of Sierra Leone is uncertain . 
In ' The Postmarks Of Sierra Leone', I repea ted Philip Beale's given location for Combraymah at the 
extreme western tip of Turners Peninsula. This is the first time I have seen the village marked on 
any map. Can anyone support either location? 

W.A.A.C. 	 INTERNAL ROUTES IN 1958 

JEREMY MARTIN 

The final part of the July 1992 meeting at Salisbury was devoted to air-mails. The re was some 
discussion about internal routes in Sierra Leone but no definite information was forthcoming. 

The writer produ ce d a West African Airways Corporat ion ticket for a 1958 flight f rom Accra to Lo ndon . 
This ticket included a route map which is re pr oduced below and which shows th e internal routes for 
Ghana and Nigeria. 

TO EUROPE AND UNITED KINGDOM BY W.A.A.C CONNECTING INTERNATIONAL SERVICES 

iTAMALEOM'BATHURST \ 


,
 

FR EETOWN \.. • KU MA SI 


ROBERTS FIELD ' . 


AND B.O.A .C 

.........--...~--.-
MAIDUGURI 

CALABAR 
PORT HARCOURT 

ACCRA 
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SIERRA LEONE SELF-ADHESIVES 

A PROMI NENT VARIETY ON THE MAPS ISSUE 


PETER ROLFE 


Si e r r a Leone issued the first sel f-adhesiv e postage stamps in the form of a map of Sierra Leone on 
10th Fe b 1964. There are a numb er of errors and varieties on this issue , some of them we ll known, 
others no t . 

One of the better known and most promi nen t is th e "Spur on rhe A" varie ty. Th is va riety (s ee Fig. 1) 
is a ve ry pronounced s pur on t he A of Sierr a Le one and c a n eas ily be seen with out the aid of a 
magnify ing glass . I t has been l i sted i n a number of s pecia lis ed ca t alogue s o f the pe riod, but 
st r a ngely enough not by Stanley Gi bbons. 

The variety occurs at pos1t10n R3/3 (stamp l et te r ed FK) on the 4d, 6d , 1/ -, 2/- and 5/- val ues. th at 
is on all va l ue s of t he postage series on l y except for th e Id an d 3d va lue s. 

Th is , however , is not the e nd of the story . Th e 4d val ue has at some stage during producti on, had the 
f l aw corrected a nd so only par t of the run shows t he va riety . This c an be positively demon s t r ated 
because each ind i v idua l stamp has two lett ers showi n g it s posit ion in th e she e t. An exampl e of this 
va lue without th e f l aw i s shown in Fig . 2 (un f ortunat e ly the i den ti ficati on lett e rs ca nnot be rea d on 
this rep rodu c tion, so the r e ader will have t o take my wo rd f or it that stamp is corr ec tly locate d) . 

Th i s f law also a ppea rs on th e Kenn e dy i s s ue of 11th May 196 4 which re-used many o f the pl a tes and 
layouts of th e ear lier issue. Thi s has no t been li s te d or repor t e d anywhere as fa r as the wr it er is 
aware. This time t he f l aw appea r s onl y on th e 6d, 1/-, 2/- and 5/- values (see Fig. 4). Th e Id, 3d 
and 4d valu es do not sh ow i t. 

The New York Worl ds Fair issue with th e fl aw are not particularly unc ommon and odd copies can re ad ily 
be f ound by looking through dealers stocks. These ar e o ft en no t identified as se do not list the 
v a r ie ty. The Kenn e dy e xampl e s ar e less common a nd are neve r id e n t i f i e d as th ey have not bee n 
re cognis e d. They should not be rar e , h owever, as one in thirty of the issued values sh ows the flaw. 

Both these issues were used for surcharging for the various provis ional issues and of cours e th e flaw 
can be seen on these as f o llows:­

Third Provisional Issue (April 1965) 

2c/4d, l5c/6d, l5c / l / - and 60c / 5 / -. 


Fourth Pr ovi sional Issue (9th Nov . 1965) 

lc/6d, lc /2/-, lc/2/- (Ken) and lc/5/-. 


New Rates Provi sional Issue (2nd De c . 1967) 
l8 1/2c/60c/5/- . 

None of the se have been li s ted previously to th e writer s knowledge. 
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Fig.1 Showing Spur on A flaw 

Fig.2 4d value R3/3 without f l aw 

Fig.3 
Fig.4 6d Kennedy showing the flaw 

1/- missing value showing the flaw 

fig.5 Fig.6 Fig.7 

Surcharged issues showing the flaw 
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EARLY MAIL FROM THE ANGLO-FRENCH OCCUPATION OF TOGO 


JEREMY MARTIN 


Maurice Preston of The Forces Postal History Society has kindly provided me with photo-stats of two 
picture post ca rds from a British Army Lieutenant in Togo sent to Wales. 

The writer would seem to be S. Pope who has been re co rded as censoring mail in Togo in March and 
April 1915 . 
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The message on the first card from Lome 29 Sep 14 reads: "Returned from Atakpame yesterday after 
handing over to the French. Leaving Lome for Acc ra by mailboat on Thursday (Oct 1). I suppose you 
cannot recognise me On this taken by a German Catholic Father. No time to write l e tter this mail. 
Quite well." 

The message on the second card, headed Lome 30 Se pt 1914 8 p.m.: "Just returned from Anecho, French 
Togoland. Had a great reception there being entertained by the French Officers, one of whom I met at 
the Chra River engagement. Keep these Togo surcharge stamps. 

The stamps on both cards were cancelled LOME TOGOGEBEIT 1.10.14. 

The first card was franked with the narrow setting overprint and surcharge SG H 27 and H 28. This 
confirms the date of issue as at least October 1st but possibly September 29th or 30th. The card may 
not have had the stamps affixed on the 29th but the second card would seem to indicate that the stamps 
were available on the 30th. More evidence required. 

The second card has the wide setting lOpfg. 20pfg., 25pfg. and 30pfg. st~mps (SG H 3 - H 6) where 
Stanley Gibbons, through Robert Gibbs, show the accepted official date of issue as Septembe r 24th. 

References: Stanley Gibbons British Commonwealth Catalogue Part I Volume 2 J - 2 1992/93 
G.R.I. by Robert M. Gibbs published by Christies - Robson Lowe in 1988 
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1915 - 1916 ROUTE VIA TOGO 

JEREMY MARTIN 

Recently I acquired this Edward VII Id postal stationery card commercially used from the Gold Coast to 
France. It has two strikes of the Type 15 DANOE dated Dec 31 15 and a transit mark of 
LOME 1. 1. 16 TOGO 

Danoe, now Denu, is very close to the Togo border. The card was addressed to Marseill e but it is the 
first instance that I can recall of mail originating from the Gold Coast being routed this way. Has 
any member any similar examples? 

UNION POSTALE UNIVER~EL 

GOLD COA~T (COTE ]),01ll-~~~.l 

POST CARD *\_~ ,', 
THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRIU.PJ.. ON T 
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I.C.'· v. 
r Is7

__"" 
,. , ,.' f ' -,' ' ",

i :/ ·~· l ~. "~'., 

--llhUJ~ at~4~ej',; 
;?~o~ ~ fJeP­ ,'" O"~1Vnill 

~etMJ~ 
184 



CONCLUDI NG PART OF EDWIN DRECHSEL'S GERMAN COLONIAL SEAPOST 

Over the years, perhaps some 150 different vessels carried one of these HWA Seapost cancels on board. 
Unlike, for example, the Deutsch-Amerikanische Seepost Bremen / Hamburg- New York, which had actual 
pos tal employees on board, all the other Seaposts, and later the MSP, were serviced by ships' 
personnel, almost exclusively from the Purser's office, although the regulations usually put the 
responsiblity on the Captain. In 1907, before the world economic crisis, Woermann had as many as 
twelve sailings a month to West Africa. 

Some 'irregularities' are known. For example, Gottspenn [25: 102-l03J reports application of the 
HWA I. cancel on bisected German stamps on 24.9.01 due to 'lack of stamps' on board the 
Aline Woermann (Fig. 35). Curt R. Noske, father of the Susanne Noske quoted by Gottspenn, reported 
in the 1930s on the use of bisected stamps in Europe (including some canceled by the HWA cancels). 
Although Curt Noske reported certificates of genuine ness in the auction offerings, their use remains 
of questionable authenticity. 

Another example (Fig. 36) is a Hansaplatz (Togo) viewcard , addressed in pencil to Josef Dahmann with a 
faint purple 'vom* Dampfer / EDUARD WO RMANN' handstamp, without any postage due markings. The 
'WORMANN' is unusual as the name was always spelled 'WOERMANN' . The card was obviously canceled by 
courtesy at Cuxhaven. Why not Hamburg , where the ship went? The message on the view side reads "On 
board E . Woermann. 11.15 even ing 15.11.05. Hopefully both ... reach you safely. Hurray for our 
German homeland". Bob Gord on' s appraisal in the 1950s was that the 'vom* Dampfer / EDUARD WORMANN' 
handstamp has all the e arma rk s of being a Purse r 's mark. It is possible, albeit doubtful, that 
Cu xhaven might have ha d to hurriedly make up a 'ship mark i ng' of this sort. 

Figure 35. 24.9.01 HWA I. postcard with bisected 20 pf. 
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: :.rOSTKARTE. 
" WELTPOST V ERCIN, 

CAfiTE-PO S TALE. 
UNION POSTflLE UNIVERSt LLE. 

f I, , ... 

,/ / .'" 

:'-'} I ~ , 1 . . . ..... _.. .. -.. .. ... . .. . . __ . ... . -..... . -. -- ....... ..... .. -_ ..... . . . _................. . . 


,.. 
} , 

' 
I 
/ ."..- , I 

_ r .:: ­

,'r ) ' 

':l " 
1 "'-:" :J ~ . 

.. ~-------------------------------------------------------------
Figure 36. 1905 unfranked postcard with WORMANN marking. 
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Figure 37. 1899 HWA I. postcard with 'Deutsches Schutzgebiet' marking 

24. Deutsches Schutzgebiet Harks - Beginning in May 1899, mail between the Colonies and Germany 
went by the domestic or inland rate: 5 pf . for pos tcards and 10 pf. for letters. As discussed in 
[28: 6], 'Deutsches / Schutzgebiet' markers were supplied to steamers to apply to mail properly 
franked at this rate; both one-line and two-line versions are known. Fig. 37 shows a two-l i ne 
'Deutsches / Schutzgebiet' on a postcard with HWA I. 25.5.99 cancel. 
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25. Deut s ch- Sudwestafrika Capstadt - Before the Woermann West 
Af r i c a serv i ce began, mail fr om Germany to GSWA wen t v ia Bri tish 
vesse l s to Cape Town and then Walvi s Bay. Beg inning i n 1895, 
Woermann r an d ire c t se rvice t o GSWA. The Cape Town (Capstadt) ­
GSWA ser v i ce was begun i n February 1896, wh en the Leutvein r eached 
Swakopmund ; sh e carried the German ma i l beginn ing in April 1897, 
and used t his c ance l. 

In 1900, Woerman n took over t he Leutwein and the mail con tract; 
l ate r t hat ye ar the Leutwein was r eplaced with the Gertrud Woermann 
(r). This la t te r ship grounded near Port Nolloth i n 1903 , and its 
cancel i s not reported after th at date . 

The Eduard Bohlen was put onto the run with a new 'r.' cancel i n 
1904, supplemented in 1906 with Aline WoerMaDn with 'II~ The 
Eduard Bohlen became stranded on what is now known as the 
' Skeleton Coast', and can ~ri l l be seen, now a half- mi l e inland , a 
rusted ship in , ~ ea of sand (Fig. 38). The Aline Woermann was 
captured during t he war by SouLh Afr ic an f orces, and the canceler 
was converted to this KAPPSFARM form. This latter cancel is known 
used from 1917 to 1928, but is extreme l y rare. 

w. 
~fSf,{R~ 

.-' ­

.',..,." -:1 ~~ 

.-' 

Figure 38. remains of the Eduard Boblen . 

The GSWA-Capstadt Seapost was used into 1909 when the frequent around-Africa services in both 
directi ons made a separate GSWA - Cape Town connection unnecessary (see [28]). 
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26. Ost-Afrikanische Zweiglinie - As discussed in [28: 10], the DOAZ Seapost was used from 1921 to 
1932 on the S.S. Sultan in an around-Africa service, but, from the known examples, apparently 
predominately to, from, and along the West Coast. 

~--------------------------------. 

Union Postal Universal 

Figure 39. 1904 Herero War Feldpostkarte with DOAH 'b' cancel. 

Other Ost-Afrika Seapost cancels exist used on West African mail. Fig. 39 shows a Feldpostkarte from 
the Hans Woenuann (on a June 1904 troop transport run to GSWA) used with the DOAH 'b' cancel. West 
African Feldpost covers are also known with OAL cancels. 

27. Feldpost / Marine SChiffspost - Hany Herero War Feldpost items exist with the HWA cancels. 

Some 55 merchant ships were chartered tor troop and equipment transport; most continued to use their 

own Seapost cancels. Vessels without a Seapost cancel were issued MSP cancels, although MSP usuage on 

West African frankings is realtively scarce; such usage is recorded in both [4] 

and [6], [7]. 


28. Non-Genuan West African Mail Services - Mail from the German West African colonies also 

went by vessels of other nationalities to non-German destinations, 

usually franked with German or German colonies stamps. If 

uncanceled on arrival, they received a 'PACKET BOAT' or 'SHIP LETTER' 

sorting mark on the cover or a 'PAQUEBOT' date cancel on the stamps. 

The Plymouth PAQUEBOT cancel (at right) is the one most frequently 
seen. Fig. 40 shows a LIVERPOOL BR PACKET cancel on 1892 
Kamerun cover. 

A most unusual cover, and a fitting one to climax this series of articles on the German Colonial 
Seapost, is illustrated in Fig. 41. There was no protected harbor on the Togo coast, neither at Lome 
nor Klein-Popo. Transfer of passengers, mails and cargo was difficult through the surf. Most mail 
from Togo to Germany was routed via Quittah Gold Coast or Cotonou, Dahomey, carried there by Hausa 
tribesmen from the Togo Police Force. 
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Figure 40. 1892 Kamerun cover with LIVERPOOL BR PACKET cancel. 

This cover is from a German officer in the Togo Pol i ce a t Lome. It was mailed at LOME on 18.3.97, 
carried by a runner to Klein-Popo where it received a KLEIN-POPO 19.3.97 backstamp, thence by another 
runner to Agoue just over the Dahomey border, where it received the AGOUE 20 MAR 97 backstamp, then 
again by runner to Grand Popo, Dahomey (again, 20 MAR 97 backstamp), by pirogue across the lagoon to 
OUIDAH (21 MAR 97 backstamp) , and by train to Cotonou (22 ~~R 97 backstamp). The next day, the letter 
caught the French LOANGO A MARSEILLE mail steamer (23 MAR 97 transit cancel on front of cover), and 
arrived in Py r itz, Germany on 16.4/97 (receiving backstamp). 

29. Au t hor's Not es - This final part of the German Seapost series includes a cumulative list of 
References. 

I would appreciate any comments, corrections or additions, which can be included in an eventual series 
postscript, the editor permitting. Please write to me at 170 Hillcrest Road, Berkeley, CA 94705 
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CREDIT CARDS BEWARE 

THE EDITUR 


Tony Simmonds has written to me concerning an unfortunate experience over the newly issue d Nigerian 
high-value stamps of N20, N50, N100 and N500 (Sterling value £19.20), which, under a standing order 
with his new issue service, he had ordered in plate blocks of 4 and singles, a total Sterling 
equivalent of £96. He was charged £420! 

On enquiring he was told they were issued for parcel use although there is no immediate obvious use 
for the N500 value. 

Unfortunately he had given his credit card number to the new issue supplier without imposing a limit; 
a moral for us all. 
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SIERRA LEONE 19877 local cover bearing 1876- 77 1d rose-red CC t ied by B31 obliterator. red Paid at 
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A fine local id rate cover to the "Cormnandant of British Sherbro" - typical of material regularly 
passing through our hands. Proofs, Essays, Specimen Stamps and fine covers are our speciality. We 
look forward to receiving details of YOUR interests to add to our Register of Specialists. 
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CHOICE POSTAL mSTORY 


mUlarb §. Allman 
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828 Arrow Lane, RidBewood£ 

NJ 07.50, U.S.A. 
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SCARCE & ELUSIVE SIERRA LEONE 


1 . 1963 Second Anniversary 11 / - on 11 \Vith the with the normal (wide) selling ­
Fine Used S(; 269 £ I 2 5 
2. 11 'ASterisks ' for 'Hyphens' - f\1arginal bloc.k, three normals se 284Ev7 £ 4 0 
4. 1964 NYWorld's Fair 1/- 'Value (ete) Omitted' SG 289a £25 
S. 1964 Sel of seven values Engraved Overpr int 'Specimen' in Red - Rare SG 28 5/ 91s £ 9 5 
6. Set of sL\: values Engraved Ove rprin t 'Specimen' in Black - Race SG 293 / 985 £ 9 5 
7. NY World's Fair 1/3d 'Value (ete ) Omitted ' SG 294a £ 2 5 
8. Kennedy Postage & Air Set of 14 Values Engraved Overprint 'Specimen' in Black ­
Fairly Scarce SG 299/12s £19 5 
9 . Decimal Surcharge 3c on 3d 'Surcharge lnvened' - Scarce SG 3 1Sa [9 5 
10 . 1965 Kennedy 4c on ld (instead of 3d) - Very Race SG 330a £ 1 75 
11. 19C>S Ch urchill 2L on 10 /- 'Value & Airmail Omitted' less than 30 e.xist! SG 376a t:2 0 0 
12. 1%8 Human Rights - Set of fo urteen values - Six Territories se 443/56 £ 9 5 
1 3. 1968 Olymplcs 'Surcharge Double' - Used- Rare SG 459a £ 1 3 5 
14 . 1970 AIr Surcharges on Human Righ ts Maps - Set of sL" values on six maps ­
Fine Used on Flrsr Day SG SOSIlO £ 40 

TIns IS JUST A VERY SMALL SELECTION FROM THE WORLD'S 
lARGEST & MOST IMPORTANT STOCK OF BRITISH COMMONWIiALTlI 

MAJOR ERRORS & VARlETfES - PLEASE LET US KNOW YOUR REQUlREMENJ 

MARK 8RANDON 
PHILATELIC CONNOISSEURS 

10, TOWN END CLOSE TH: 0483 419635 
GODALMING FAX: 0483 419645 
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ENGLAND 

MURRAY PAYNE LTD 
FOR KINC CEORCE VI 
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sets, positional varieties and multiples; also pos tmarks 
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prompt & EffiCient Attention to wants Lists 
- Service for the Specialist 

Contact us with details of your interests 
We may be able to help 

Murray Payne Ltd, PO Box 1135, Axbridge, Somerset BS26 2EW 

Tel: (0934) 732511 




Do you collect West Africa Postal History? 

IF SO WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP YOU 

Our stocks consist of British and German Colonies Postal History. If you 

would care to inform us of your collecting interests, we would be delighted 

to send you photocopies of any relative items we obtain. 

Besides being members of the WAS.C. we are members of P.T.S. (London) 
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20 (60.00 (25.00 62 ( 2 . 00 (1. 00 96 (1. 25 lH .75 

22 L25.0 0 (B. OO 6~ £2.75 .25 97 (2.25 (5.50 1~6 • ~O .OB 

2~ (10. 00 64 (5.00 dO 9B (4. 25 1}9 (1.25 .B O 

25 (90 . 00 ( 20 . 00 64a ( 2 .00 100 (70 .00 14 0 (1.75 .15 

26 .40 .1 5 65 (2.50 . 25 1 O~ .15 14 1 (1.00 .B O 
27 . 25 .1 5 66 ( 2 . 00 (B. OO 104 .1 5 . OB 14 2 . 20 

27a£15 . 0 0 (7 o. 00 66a (~ .50 105 .20 .B5 14~ . 20 .OB 

2B (2. 50 ( 2.00 6B (25.0 0 106 .1 5 .00 144 ( 1 . 50 .BO 

29 ( 2 .75 .60 69 . 20 .OB 107 . 50 £2.00 1 ~ 5 £7. 00 

~o £~. 00 .6 0 70 dO 100 dO .25 146 £5. 00 £2.50 

,1 (~.OO (~ .00 7 2 .15 .00 109 • ~O .20 147 .15 .10 

~2 lB.OO 72a .40 . 20 11 0 .45 14B £5·00 £4.00 


PRICES INCLUDE VAT. OVERSEAS BUn;RS PLEASE DEDUCT 15". WE AC CEPT ALL lUJOR CREDIT AND CHARGE CARDS . 
POSTAGE EXTRA. UK ORD POST .~Op, UK REGISTERED £2.50. OVERSEAS ORD POST .50p,OVEHSEAS REGISTDlED q.50p. 
n ~E HAPPY TO SEND SELECTIONS ON AP PROVAL TO WEST AFRICA STUDT CIRCLE YIJIBDlS. 

STEVE ELLIS 

THE LAURELS, BRISTOL ROAD, CHURCHILL, BRISTOL, AVON, BS19 SNL, ENGLAND 

TELEPHONE/FAX : 0934-852199 

http:27a�15.00
http:19&(14.00


SIERRA LEONE 

Dear Friend, 

Please let me take a few minutes of your time. Stop and read this page. 

I'd like to become your supplier of Sierra Leone issues, whether you want a single copy, a bloc of 
four, a FDC or sheets. 

I am not only interested in you buying stamps from me, what I am looking for is a long lasting 
relationship where we can exchange ideas and talk stamps. I am looking for friends. 

Below is a list of some sets available for immediate delivery. You can split the payment as per your 
convenience, three months, six months, nine mpnths and even one year. Please tell me what is in your 
mind. I promise to be open for all suggestions. I will try to be very co-operative. 

I will send all orders at my expense by Registered Mail with nice stamps affixed on the envelope. I 
will also enclose some gift-sets for all new friends. 

I am looking for your numerous letters. 

Thank you. 

Anthony Abihanna. 

Description x 1 x 10 x 100 

1990, Wildlife: 18 stamps plus 1 S/S £ 6,76 66,- 643,­
1990, Carousel: 9 stamps plus 2 S/S £ 8,26 80,60 786,­
1990, Olympics Barcelona: 8 stamps plus 2 S/S £ 8,92 87,10 848,­
1990, Christmas Paintings: 8 stamps plus 2 S/S £11,24 109,80 1072,­
1990, Mushrooms: 16 stamps plus 4 S/S £17,45 170,70 1662,­
1990, Paintings: 8 stamps plus 2 S/S £ 9,52 92,90 907,­
1991, Easter Paintings: 8 stamps plus 2 S/S £ 7,86 76,70 752,­
1991, Royal Anniversaries: 8 stamps plus 2 S/S £ 9,04 88,80 862,­
1991, Phila Nippon Trains: 8 stamps plus 4 S/S £12,38 121,10 1184,­
1991, Fish: 8 stamps plus 2 S/S £ 8,36 81,70 796,­
1991, Paintings Van Gogh: 16 stamps plus 6 S/S £18,33 178,90 1749,­
1991, Butterflies: 8 stamps plus 2 S/S £ 8,36 81,70 796,­
1991, World War II Movies: 12 stamps plus 3 S/S £12,88 126,20 1233,­
1991, Botanic Gardens: 48 stamps plus 3 S/S £23,48 229,10 2242,­
1991, Christmas Disney: 12 stamps plus 3 S/S £21,26 207.40 2024,­
1191, Disney World Tours: 9 stamps plus 3 S/S £16,84 164,50 1609,­
1991, Queen's 40th Anniversary: 4 stamps plus 2 S/S £11,33 110,90 1084,­
1991, Christmas Paintings: 7 stamps plus 2 S/S £13,34 130,40 1272,­
1991, Mozart Bicentenary: 3 stamps plus 1 S/S £ 6,86 67,10 664,­
1991, Scout Jamboree: 3 stamps plus 1 S/S £ 8,54 83,90 822,­
1991, Pearl Harbor: 15 stamps £ 5,86 57,40 562,­
1992, Spanish Arts: 12 stamps plus 3 S/S £31,26 298,90 2904,­
1992, Spanish Arts Imperforated (Only 25 e~ists) £200,­ 2000,- NIL 
1992, Prehistoric Animals: 20 stamps plus 1 S/S £10,53 102,90 1007,­

All sets are available on envelopes with first day obliteration (No FDC here). Please add £2,- per 

set for such items. 

ANTHONY ABIHANNA, 2 STATION ROAD, P.O. BOX 65, MAKENI, SIERRA LEONE. 






