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GOLD COAST 1883 id. ON FOURPENCE MAGENTA 
D.R. BEECH, FRPSL 


(First published in "The London Philatelist", Volume 96, September/October, 1987. 

THIS STAMP was first reported in the The Philatelic Record of June 1883 (Vol. 5, page 88), where 
the following appeared: 

GOLD COAST. - We have received a specimen of the Fourpence surcharged "Id." in black, about which 
all we can say at present is, that it was picked up in the "City". As we have had occasion to remark 
in connection with other provisionals, this may be genuine; but we should not be surprised to learn 
that it was the production of one of those ingenious boys who do so much to destroy the reputation of 
the innocent quarter in which it was found. 

Provisional. Id. on 4d., magenta; wmk. Crown and C.C.; perf. 14. 

It was probably E.D . Bac on who sent the example to The Philatelic Record, for in Stanley Gibbons 
Monthly Journal of 31 January 1899 (Vol. 9, page 122), he wrote: 'I well remember purchasing for a 
few pence a used specimer. of the stamp in 1883, at a well-known shop which used at that time to exist 
in Seething Lane, London, where numbers of Gold Coast stamps were received for sale from time to 
time.' This 'well-known shop ... in Seething Lane' ... would have been very well-known to Bacon for he 
was for many years, including 1883, in business at number 41, Seething Lane, as 'Bacon & Hastings ' 
Flour Factors I The shop was almost certainly that of E. Fernley, who is shown in Nunn, C. H. The 
Stamp Dealers of Great Britain, for the years 1880 and 1885, the dates of the First and Second 
editions. 

The reference to ' . .. the prodllct~on of one of those ingenious boys . .. ' in The Philatelic Record 
report refers almost certainly to G.K. Jeffryes who in 1883, at the age of 16, was producing fake 
overprints 2 on genuine stamps. E.D. Bacon in The London Philatelist, Vol. 43, page 101, May 1934 
tells us: 'We must also remember that 1883 was a prolific year fo the production of bogus surcharges 
in London.' It was not surprising, therefore that The Philatelic Record took the view it did. A 
further report appeared in that periodical in October 1883 (Vol. 5, page 159), when the following 
appeared: 

GOLD COAST. - In June last we spoke somewhat disrespectfully of the Fourpence surcharged Id. black, 
the authenticity of which seemed to us very doubtful. Respecting this stamp Mr. W. Clifford writes us 
as follows: "I have just received a reply to the enquiries I addressed to one of the officials, who 
says, 'Fourpenny stamps surcharged Id., in printing, were issued here by authority for a very short 
time; but now they do not exist; their issue has been abolished.' You may depend on the correc~ess 
of this information." 

W. Clifford was a dealer of Cranbourne Street, Hull, who describes himself in Nunn's The Stamp 
Dealers of Great Britain (First edition, 1880) as 'Importer of Foreign Stamps, Dealer in rare 
varieties only' . This second report is the principal evidence to support the stamp as genuine, and 
without it the surcharge would most probably have been long dismissed as the work of a forger . What 
became of the reply from Gold Coast is unknown but it is useful to speculate on who may have sent it, 
if from the Post Office. According to Gold Coast Blue Book 1883, the Post Office had a staff of 
eight when the stamp was issued, including three Postmasters : Accra - E. Rowland Cole; Cape Coast ­
E.J. da Costa; and Quittah - J.F. Thompson. The two newspapers published in the Colony at the time, 
The Gold Coast Times and The Gold Coast Assize, give us no further information. L.N. Williams 
carried out research, using local record s , into this and other issues, together with local postal 
arrangements, during his spare time while on active service in Gold Coast in 1943, but found no firm 
information.' 

That a stamp shortage existed in 1883 is quite clear and L . N. & M. Williams gave the backgound • ~n 

Philatelic Magazine in 1943. We know from L.N. & M. Williams, Fundamentals of Philately, pages 
475 and 476, quoting from records, that in January 1883 stamps' ... having been affected by damp and 
thus gummed together, the damage resulting from the process of separating them' ... and 'on 5 May 
1883, E. Jose da Costa, Postmaster at Cape Coast, returned a quantity of stamps to Accra stating that 
they had been sent to him defaced or otherwise unfit for use' These returned stamps included 32 
sheets of Id. ungummed or defaced. 
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The month of issue is given in several of the standard catalogues as May, but th e writer can find no 
evidence to support this; it is clear from the date of the original report in The Philatelic Record 
of June, the stamp probably existed by May. The 4d. Crown CC watermark was available in the Colony 
from 1876 to the time of the first report in The Philatelic Record in June 1883, and the surcharge 
could have been produced at any time during this period. As 32 sheets of the Id. had been returned to 
Accra from Cape Coast on 5 May, it is possible that the Id. on 4d. was then produced for use at Cape 
Coast, but only circumstantial evidence supports this theory. The 'ld.' surcharge appears to be 
printed and not handstamped, and it is interesting to note that according to Gold Coast Blue Book 
1883 the Government Printer was S.S. Cole and the First Assistant G.T.A. Thompson, who could have 
been related to the Postmaster at Accra, E. Rowland Cole, and to the Postmast e r at Quittah, 
J.F. Thompson. 

Only a few copies of the stamp are reported in the literature. The copy purchas e d by E.D. Bacon in 
1883 was acquired by T.K. Tapling, ~ n~ upon ~is death in 1891 his collection was bequeathed to the 
Trustees of th e British Museum. ' Bacon arranged Tapling's Collection for the British Museum, and the 
Gold Coast section was completed between 21 November 1894 and 21 May 1895 . (Tapling Collection 
Accounts, he ld by the British Library Philatelic Collection.) In 1973 the Tapling Collection, along 
with all of the Philatelic Collection, was transferred to the British Libary. The Tap ling Collection 
copy is used and bears two postmarks. One is unclear, the second is an indi st inct oval 'killer' with 
number, both in black; the stamp is soiled and has a diagonal crease at uppeY-left (see Figure 1). 

A second copy was first reported in The Postage Stamps, Envelopes, Wrappers, Postcards, and Telegraph 
Stamps of the British Colonies, Possessions and Protectorates in Africa (The Philatelic Society, 
London, 1895 Part 1, page 77) where it is described as being' '" in a famous collection in Paris' 
Bacon confirms this in his letter 5 to Stanley Gibbons Monthly Journal, where he stated ' ... the 
owner of a well-known Parisian collection once told me that he possess es a specimen ... ', this has 
been taken by various lat e r writ e rs to be Philipp la Renotiere von Ferrary. It is recorded in The 
London Philatelist (Vol . 35, page 257, October 1926) , ... that gentlemen (Ferrary) never exhibited 
his stamps publicly and was also very chary about showing them privately ... ', nor did a Id. appear 1n 
any of the Paris sales of the Ferrary Collection and this was confirmed by the auctioneer, M.G. 
Gilbert. 6 According to Philatelic Magazine (Vol. 22, page 336, 24 November 1928), the only British 
Colony ".t disposed of in Paris was Montserrat. 

L.N. Williams has suggestL~ r~at the Parisian collector could have been W.A.S. Westoby, who certainly 
wrot e under the Ps e udonym 7 ~ Parisian Collector' Against the theory is a reference by Bacon to the 
sale of th e British Guiana l8St lc black on magenta to ' ... the well-known Parisian Collector ... ' 
(The London Philatelist, Vol 9, page 36, February 1900) and we know this to have been Ferrary 
(Williams, L.N. & M., Stamps of Fame, London 1949). This speculation, while useful in tracking down 
this second copy, is rendered academic, as no copy other than that in the Tapling Collection is known. 

The Expert Committee of the Royal Philatelic Society, London, has never had an example submitted to 
it, and Enzo Diena reports that 'No ld. on 4d. magenta has ever been submitted to us' A 'copy' was 
submitted in July 194 7 to the British Philatelic Association's Expert Committee and received a 
certificate dated August 1947, stating it to be a forgery (Certificate 9754) (see Figure 2). In the 
Gold Coast Blue Book 1875, it is recorded that the Inland Postage rates were as follows: Letters 
Id. per half ounce, newspapers Id . each, thus proving the need for Id . stamps. 

The information recorded above is all the evidence found by the writer and any further information 
will be gratefully received. Having seen and explained the evidence, on this much-doubted stamp, th e 
writer is unable to come to any definite conclusion. On the ooe hand, we know of only one copy, found 
in 1883, a year Jeffryes is known to have been active in faking surcharges. On the other, we have the 
word of E.D. Bacon as to its purchase in Seething Lane and the reply to W. Clifford from the Colony 
that Id. on 4d. stamps were issued by authority. More evidence and other copies may give us the 
answer . 

Since this article first appeared in 1987 a further "copy" has come to light but the overprint is 
nothing like the other copies, Tapling and BPA expertized. 
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1. See The Post Office London Directory for 1883. 

2. See Tyler, Varro E., Philatelic Forgers, Their Lives and Works. page 22. 

3. 	 See Lieut. L.N. Williams, Search and Research, The Stamp Lover. Oct - Nov 1943, Vol. 36, 
pages 61/2. 

4 . 	 See L.N. & M. Williams, Gold Coast Stamp Famine 1883 - 84 - Light on Use of Bisected 
Provisionals, Philatelic Magazine, Dec 1943, Vol. 51, page 590. 

5. 	 See letter by E.D. Bacon in Stanley Gibbons Monthly Journal, Vol 9, page 122, 31 Jan 1899. 

6. 	 See Spowart, H.A., The Postage Stamps of the Gold Coast (Stanley Gibbons Ltd, London 1929) 
page 19. 

7 . See London Philatelist, Vol. 8, page 282, November 1899. 
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MAIL TO WEST AFRICA GOLD COAST 

ROY COOPER 

Cover f rom Fort Lamy Tchad. sent by air mail to Takoradi Gold Coast 24.12.41. Rate 12 Francs. On 
reverse i. a Lagos postlll.srk of 27th December 1941. Censored at Laaos and be&rina part of the 
"Palllled by Censor 12 Nigeria" hexagonal io Red also lA in violet. Al.o on r e ve rse ia a double circle 
35mr:u. handstamp "Controle P08tale Commission " G" Afrl.que Equatoriale Francai!e". 

~o~trole Po s tale CommislioMG i s the French Censorship handstamp. 

~ Thi s i s a Lagos censo~ship mark (identifying the censor or the district probably). 
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THE "NEW CURRENCY" OVERPRINT ON GHANA DEFINITIVE ISSUE 


19TH JULY 1965 

(Prepared in 1965 by Messrs. Lakhiani, Michaletti and Bocock, members of 

The Ghana Philatelic Association.) 


The Overprint consists of the inscription "Ghana New Currency - 19th July 1965" in two lines 

typographed over the 1959-61 Definitive Issue. The value is printed above the inscription on all 

stamps but the 2/6 where it is below . The overprint is printed horizontally on the 2d., 3d., 4d . , 

6d., 1/3d., 2/6d. and diagonally on the Id., lId., 1/-, 2/-, 5/-, 10/- and [1. The other values of 

the definitive issue were not overprinted. 


In the New Currency the value is expressed in Pesewas (One Pesewa : P One Penny) and 

Cedi (One Cedi = C = 100 Pesewas = 8/4d.) 


The overprints are as follows: lp. on Id., 2p. on 2d., 3p. on 3d., 4p. on 4d., 6p. on 6d., 

IIp. on lId., l2p. on 1/-, l5p. on 1/3d., 24p. on 2/-, 30p. on 2/6d., 60p. on 5/-, C 1.20 on 10/- and 

C 2.40 on [1. 


Colours used basically are: 


Red: lp. 
Blue: 2p., 4p., l2p., 30p., 60p . , C 1.20, C 2 . 40. 
Brown : 3p. 
Black: 6p. 
White: !lp. and l5p. 
Green: 24p. 

The red on lp. exists in three shades, and the blue on the 2p. in two. 

The overprinting was done in Accra in the Government Printers' premises. 

Constant varieties, flaws and other defects can be divided in Groups: 

GROUP ONE: Letters, digits and stops partially or totally missing or defective. 

lp. - R2/3 - Ghana in lieu of Ghana. 

R4/6 - Damaged G of Ghana. 

R5/4 - 5 of 1965 incomplete. 


2p. - R2/3 - Second 'c' of Currency damaged. 

R2/5 - C of Currency defective. 

R3/l - 2p. of different type. 

R4/5 - 2p. damaged. 

R5/2 - Short '1' of 19th. 

R6/4 - "u" of currency damaged. 

R6/5 - "r's" of currency damaged. 


3p. - R2/5 - 'en' of Currency broken. 

4p. - All R 1 - Top of 4 of 4p. partially missing. 

6p. - R6/5 - "1" of 19th short. 

IIp. - R2/3 - Stop after 1965 missing. 

R4/4 - Second 1 of IIp. damaged. 


l2p. - R3/l First "a" of Ghana partially missing. 

l5p. - R3/l - "1" of 19th short. 

R5/2 - Short 1 and broken 9 of 19th. 
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30p. - R4 /2 - " 0" of 30 dama ged . 

R5/2 - " 3" of 30 damage d . 


60p. - Rl / 6 - "Curr ency , July an d 1965" damaged. 

R4 / 4 - "p" of 60p . damaged. 


C 1. 20 - R3/ 3 - "Ju" in lieu of July . 

C 2.40 - Rl/S - "G" of Ghan a damaged. 

R4/4 - Currencv in lieu of Curr ency . 

RS/4 - " Gh" of Ghana par tia l ly missing . 


GROUP TWO: Addi t ional stops and other ma rks. 

II p. - R3 /1 - Spot above "p" of IIp . 

R4/6 - Spo t ab ove Hp" of II p . 

RS/6 - Spot ab ove "p" o f Up . 

R2 / 6 .. Spot bove "n" of Currency . 


C 1. 20 - R3/S - Stop betwe en C and 1. 20. 

GROUP THREE: 	 V r ia tions i n d istance be t wee n th two lines of Lh e ove r print. The dis t ance be tween the 
t wo lines of the ove r pr i n t c ould be d ivided into t hree cat ag or i es: 

Na r r ow set t i ng: 	 The distance is l ess than . 6mm . 

Wi de se t t ing: 	 The dist ance is more than 1 .3mm. 

Norma l se tting: 	 The distanc e is between .7mm. and 1.2mm. Normally it is . 9mm. Near l y a ll 
the stamps in the shee t are normal . 

Nar row set t i ng : 

Ip. R2/2 , R4 /6 IIp . R4/6, R5 /2 12 p . R4/6, RS/2 
2p. R3/l , R6 /2 ISp . R2/4, RJ /l, RS/4 C 1. 20 R4/ S, RS/2 
3p. R4/ 2 . R5/3 24p . R3/S, RSl/ C 2.40 R4/ S, R6/2 
4p . R3 / 1, R6/2 30p. R4/2, RS/ 3 
6p. R3 / I, R6 /2 60p. R4/6, RS/2 

Hide sett i ng: 

l p . R3 / 4, R3 / 6 ISp . R4/3 

2p . R2/3 . R4/3 , R6 /3 24 p. Rl/3, R2/1 , RS / 6 

J p. RI / 3, R3'/3 , RS/l , RS / S 30p. RI/3, R3 /3 , RS/1 , R5/S 

4p . R4/ 3, R6/3 60p. RI /4 , RS /3 

6p . R2/3, R4/3 , R6/3 C 1.20 Rl/4, R3 / 2, RS / S 

li p . Rl/4, RS/3 C 2 . 40 Rl/4, R3/2, RS/S 

12p. Rl/4, RS/3 


GROUP FOUR: Variations in tit" alignment between the two lines of the overprint. 

Left : The 1 of 19th is directly below the s pace between the "h" and the first " a " of Ghana: 

G H A N A 
1 9 th. 

1p. R3 / 4, R3 / 5 4p. R4/3 

2p. R4/3 24 p. RS /6 

3p. Rl/3 , RS / 5 30p. Rl/3 , RS / S 

6p . R4 /3 60p. Rl/4 , R2/1 , RS/3 

11 p . Rl/4, R2 / 1, RS /3 C 1 . 20 RI / 4, RI / S, R2/ S 

12p . R 1/4 , R2 / 1, RS/3 C 2.40 Rl /4 , Rl / S, R2 / S 

lSp. R2/4, R4 / 3 
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Right: The 1 of 19th is d irectly be low t he s pace betwe en t he fi rs t " a" o f Ghana and the "n" : 

G H A N A 
1 9 t b. 

Ip. R2/4 , R3/6, R4 / 1 I Sp. R2/3, R4 /4, R6/ 3 
2p . R2 / 3, R4 / 4 , R6 / 3 24p . R4 / 6, RS/S , 
3p . R3/3, RS / l, R6/ 1 30p. R3 / 3, RS / l, R6/1 
4p . R2/ 3. R4 /4 , R6 / 3 60p . RI/3. R2/ 2 , RJ /2 , R4/4 
6p . R2 / 3, R4. 4 , R6 / 3 C 1. 20 R2 / 4, R3 /1, RS/S 
IIp. RI / 3, R2/ 2, R3 / 2, R4 /4 C 2 .4 0 R2 /4, R3 /1, RS/S 
12p. RI / 3. R2 / 2. R4 /4 

Normal: The 1 of 19th is direct l y below t he .first "a" of Ghana : 

G H A N A 
19 th . 

There is also one other difference in al i gnment between the new value and the two l ines of 
the overprint. It is on RI /3 of the I I p. on which the two lines of t he overprint are on the 
right set t ing but the cliche of the IIp. leans to the right. 

Errors of colours: 	 Refer to Stanley Gibbons Br i t ish Commonwea lth Ca t a logue part 1 , 
1993 Edition, GB and countries A- I . 

Double overprints: 	 Refer t o Stanley Gibbons Bri tish Commonwealth Catalogue part 1, 
GB and coun tries A- I. 

Inverted overprin t s: 	Refer to Stanley Gi bbons Br i ti sh Commonwea lth Catalogue par t 1 . 
1993 Edi t ion , GB and countries A- I. 

Shifted overprin ts: 	 Some sheets with the overpr int shifted i n var ious posit i ons were als o 
f ound. In some cases th e overprint is pr i nt e d diagon al ly. 

Some shee ts were found with t he over print part ia lly mis sing and a t 
l east one sheet is kn own with a clear offset of the overprint at the 
back. 

The postage due stamps wer e similarily overprinted. 

NIGE RIA DIE II KEY PLATE VARIETIE S 

PETER FER NBANK 

Jeremy Ma rt i.n ' s art icle in the January 1993 issue of Cameo notes a break in the frame under the 'A' of 
Ni geria on th e I d. , 3d. vio let , 4d. and 6d. of the die II Script CA issue. 'The variety is a flaw on 
th e key plate, but whi 6h one? 

Only two key plates are common to these four values. plates 16 and 18. I have a complete sheet from 
Pl.16 of the Leeward Islands Sd. printing of March 1928 wh ich does not show this flaw. Since the only 
printing of the Nigeria 3d. PI.16 was in August 1927 Pl.16 can be eliminated from the reckoning. 

Whi l s t several P1.18 printings were made of the i d. between Oct '28 and J an ' 31 the only 3d., 4d. and 
6d. Pl . 18 prinr i n3 w~s in Oct/Nov 1928. Plate 18 was in use between December 1927 and February 1931 
wh ich would fit in well with the postmarks from c.1930 found on the above examples. If anyone has a 
sheet/ pnn r/ lnr>: f' pi(' (" (' of nny va lu e from Plol8 it would be i.nt eres t i ng to t r y to position this 
variety. 
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A collection recently purchased included a great number of varieties from Independence onwards, 
Commemoratives only are included here: Definitives are being dealt with separately. 

SG.I06 3d. yellow and silver omitted, The large 'y' appears grey and the yellow areas 
white. 

SG, 25 2/6d, yellow extension on right side of second oil derrick from left. 
Believed row 7, stamp 2, 
2/6d. yellow extension on left ide of second oil derrick from left. 
Believed row 5, stamp 4 
2/6d. black and yellow colours fted Imm. to r t Ieav derricks wh 
yelluw instead of all yellow. 
2/6d. doubly perforated left margin and also first row horizontally 

and 

1963 Peaceful Use 

SG .131 

SG.132 

6d. six stars instead of five, row 1, stamp 2. 
6d. miniature sheet, row 1, stamp 2 same flaw. 
1/3d. extra star to right of group of four to bottom left of satellite, 
row 1, stamp 1. 
1/3d. extra star above group of four to bottom left of satellite, row 1, stamp 1. 

1964 Kennedy 

SG,147 - 149 1/3d., 2/6d., 5/- imperforate with margins b,~r::\ ..,t cut from miniature sheet, 

SG.186 2/6d. flaw appears like a man on roof of building, Believed row 8, stamp 5, 

1968 Human 

SG.210 /6d. lmm, upward colour shift of dark green gives a 'doubling' effect to the 
flag. 

SG.211 	 4d. green stroke on ta of dove. Believed row 5, stamp ~, 
1/6d. ditto 
1/6d. white dot below 'N' of 'NIGERIA' Believed row 5, stamp 8. 
1/6d, green stroke through tail of dove. Believed row 1, stamp 

1969 Philatelic Service 

SG.215 4d. forate plate proof on gummed paper in pale dull green without 
black colour. 

SG.216 1/6d. ditto in pale dull violet. 

Philatelic Service 

SG.396 	 5k printed on gummed side. 
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SG. 429 30k watermark inverted. 
30k the six vertical lines of perforations between rows 9 and 10 all had 4mm. of 
double perforations. Believed one sheet only. 

SG.430 45k watermark inverted. 

SG.509 IOk imperforate On gummed, watermarked paper. 
SG.510 20k ditto 
SG. Sl1 25k ditto 
SG.S12 30k ditto 

30k black mark on branch at bottom left, also double perforations vertically 
affecting bottom and ninth rows only. The flaw (black mark is on row 10, stamp 6). 

tB 

SG.528 	 lOk imperforate on gummed, watermarked paper. 
SG.S29 20k ditto 
SG.S30 25k ditto 
SG.S31 30k ditto 
MS.532 imperforate 
MS.532 perforated horizontally twice, each through centre f stamp. 

No vertical perforations. 

SG.S33 
SG.S34 
SG.535 
SG.S36 

lOk 
20k 
25k 
30k 

imperforate on gummed, watermarked paper. 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

SG.S37 
SG.S38 

SG. 3 
SG.S44 
SG. 545 
SG.546 

.0. 

SG. 

--~---~ 

imperforate on gummed, watermarked paper. 
ditto 

imperforate on gummed, watermarked paper. 
ditto 
ditto 
d to 

imperforate on gummed, watermarked paper. 
ditto 
ditto 

20k 
30k 

lOk 

25k 
30k 

lOk 
20k 
30k 

se. 	 lOk imper for ate on gUlruned. watermarked paper. 
lOk forations misplaced horizontally by 4rom. and vertically by 8rom. 
20k forate on gummed, watermarked paper. 
25k ditto 
30k ditto 

MS. 	 imperforate 
vertica perforations shifted 8rnm. to the right and horizontal 7mm. too high. 
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1988 Olympics 

SG. 10k imperforate On gummed, watermarked paper. 
20k ditt o 
30k ditto 

In additi on , the Urch, Harri s & Co. Ltd. 'Commonwealth Queen Elizabeth 11' catalogue lists: 

1962 Second Anniversary of Independence 

UH.S.39a 3d. green omitted. 

1963 Scouts 

UH.MS.la - Miniature sheet - red omitted. 

1963 Third Anniversary of Independence 

UH.558 1/3d. bist"re omitted. 

1965 Scouts 

UH.576a ld. retouch (a line) Ln upper left corner. 

With acknowledgements to Stanley Gibbons and Urch, Harris . 

NIGERIA G V POSTAL STATIONERY CARDS 


JEREMY MARTI N 


Higgins & Gag e list the G V postcards H & G 1, 2 and 3 (id., ld and ld. reply) issued in 1914 as " 
only known to US in specimen form". 

The writer recently purchased a cut-out of the ld. which has an indistinct postmark of Southern 
Nigeria. The date is not clear. 

This does seem to indicat e that supplies of these postcards were sent out to Nigeria. 
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LAGOS 


THE HALFPENNY ON ~D. PROVISIONAL 

ROI3ERT SEAMAN 


SG42 a in the Stanley Gibbons Part 1 catalogue lists the 1887 4d. stamp, with double overprint. It is 
catalogued £55 unused or used but, whenever an example is offered at a percentage of this price, it is 
invariably what is known as a "kiss print". That is to say, there are two printings of "half penny" 
very close to each other but only one impression of the two bars cancelling the original value of 4d. 

Last year, I checked through all the records of BPA Expertising Limited from the earliest to 1976 and 
found that no certificate had ever been issued for a genuine double overprint or, for that matter, the 
triple overprint, which is also listed by Gibbons. I made enquiries also of the Royal Philatelic 
Society Expertising Committee, but could find no example there. 

My next move was to approach the Editor of the Gibbons Catalogues, Mr. David Aggersberg and he told me 
that the double overprint was introduced in the 1930's after what he was quite sure was satisfactory 
proof of the existence of the double overprint. Unfortunately, the records covering this entry were 
destroyed by bombing during the second world war and it was no longer possible to produce the 
evidence. 

Towards the end of last year, I bought the example illustrated above at Stampex, again at about half 
the catalogue value. It can be seen that, on this example, there are four lines as well as two prints 
of the wording. This is the first example I have seen where the lines are doubled and I wonder 
whether this is a real double overprint. I would welcome memebers views on this. 
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SIERFA LEONE: SECOND WORLD WAR CENSORSHIP 


MICHAEL M. ANDERSON 


Second World War/Civil Censorship Tape Type 4. Examiner QQ/34, recorded by Frank Walton in 
January 1993 issue of Cameo, is known also on a letter sent to England by Air Mail on 
9th December 1944. 

An additional number, QQ/19, is reported here for the Type 3 ~~2CC Tapes (illustration 1). This tape 
was used on a cover sent in May 1945 to a Royal Air Force Station in South Africa. This is a later 
use of Type 3 than recorded by Philip Beale in "The Postal Service of Sierra Leone"; QQI14 was still 
in use in January 1944. The Type 3 Tape "Opened by Examiner QQI13" illustrated by Philip Beale (Page 
32) shows both thinner lettering, including a different type of M, and thinner numbers than those used 
in printing "Opened by Examiner QQI19" and other examples of Type 3 (QQI14, QQI17, QQI18) in the 
writer's possession. If Type 3 Tapes can be separated into those with thinner lettering and numbers 
and those with thicker lettering and numbers, then they should be grouped as Types 3a and 3b. 

Three different examples of the Type 2 WW2CC Tape (all in use in 1942) are shown in Illustration 2. 
The upper one is the same as that recorded by Philip Beale, i.e. lettering with serifs printed in red 
on blue paper but the blue should be referred to as dark blue to distinguish it from the colour of the 
paper used in the middle example which is a distinctive pale turquoise blue. The colour of the red 
ink used for the lettering in both examples is probably the same but it appears as bright red on the 
pale turquoise blue paper and as dark red on the dark blue paper. The lower example is like the upper 
one but with distinctly larger lettering, i.e. letters 8.5 mm. high instead of 7 mm. high and 
correspondingly wider. The three examples are clearly different from one another and should, 
therefore, in future be distinguished as Types 2a, 2b and 2c. 

Type 2a is known with WW2CC Handstamp Type 3 censor number 11 (previously noted by Philip Beale), and 
also with Handstamp Type 2 censor number 4 on the face of the letter. Types 2b and 2c are known with 
Handstamp Type 2, the former with censor number 9 and the latter with censor number 5, in both cases 
on the face of the censored letters. 

Illustration 1 

OPENED BY EXAMINER 

QQ/I~ 
WI9948/L.58 20M 4/42 

._----- ··:"·_..- .•. a • .-.. _ • • 

\ 
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SIERRA LEONE 


1987 BUTTERFLY DEFINITIVES 


PETER ROlFE 


On 4th August 1987 , Sie"a Leone issued a new set of definitive postage stamps depicting butterflies 
of West Af,ica. This att,active set of 15 values to a vertical format, was designed by S. Heinmann 
and litho p,inted by Questa. The,e is no waterma,k and no date imprint. Perforation is 14 X 14. The 
values and subje c ts (as illust,ated) a,e: ­

IS SU E A No date imp,int . Pe,f. 14 X 14. 

10c Blue Sa lamis 

20c Pale-Tailed Blue 

40c Ac,aea Swa llowtail 

Lel B,oad Blue-Banded Swa llowtail 

Le 2 Giant Blue Swallowtail 

Le J IHood Ke d CY lllo thoe 

Le5 Green- Spotted Swallowt ai l 

LelO Small-S[,iped Swallowtail 

' .e20 Co ngo Long-Tailed Blue 

Le 25 Blue Mona,ch 

toe 30 Black and Yellow Swa llowtail 

le45 Western Blue Charaxes 

Le60 Violet-Washed Charaxes 

Le75 Orange Admiral 

LelOO Blue-Patched Judy 


The latin names are also given on the design. 

The following year, although at different times, all 15 values were reprinted, again with no date 
imprint or watermark, but this time perforated 12 X 12. 

ISSUE B No date imprint. Pe,t. 12 X 12 . 

Values and detail as before 10c to LelOO. 

The situation now became very complex as various ,eprints were issued with the st,ong influence of a 
steep inflation showing up. The dates of the va,ious issues are ve,y uncertain and the,e is no 
consensus between the New York agents and Fre e town Post Office. The following lists show the issues 
and values that have been seen to date. The y are not necessarily in order of issue or even complete 
listings. 

ISSUE C Wi th 1989 imprint date. Pe, f. 14 X 14 

10c Blue Salamis 

20c Pale-Tailed Blue 

40c Acraea Swallowtail 

Le 1 Broad Blue-Banded Swallowtail 

Le 2 Giant Bl ue Swallowtail 

Le3 Blood Red Cymotnoe 


ISSUE 0 Wi th 1989 imprint date. Per f. 12.5 X 11.25. 

10c Blue Salamis 

20c Pale-Tailed Blue 

40c i\craea Swa llowtail 

1, .. 1 Ilroild IlI1lP-Rnn<i('d Swallowtail 

Le2 Giant Blue Swallowtail 

Le3 Blood Red Cymothoe 
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ISSUE E Wi th 1989 imprint date. Per f. Iq X Iq. 

Le3 Acraea Swallowtail as previous qOC 
Le9 Blood Red Cymothoe as previous Le3 
Le12 Blue Salamis as previous 10c 
Le16 Pale-Tailed blue as previous 20c 

ISSUE F 	 With 1990 imprint date. Per f. 12 X 12.25. 

SOc Acraea Swallowtail as previous qOC & Le3 
LeSO Blue Salamis as previous 10c & Le12 
Le80 Pale-Tailed Blue as previous 20c & Le16 
Le300 Black and Yellow Swallowtail as previous Le30 

ISSUE G 	 Wi th 1990 imprint date. Per f. Iq X Iq. 

Sierra Leone heading in blue instead of black. 


SOc Acraea Swallowtail 	 as Issue F 
Lel Broad Blue-Banded Swallowtail as before 
Le2 Giant Blue Swallowtail 	 as before 
LeS Green-Spotted Swallowtail as Issue A 
LelO Small-Striped Swallowtail as Issue A 
Le20 Congo Long-Tailed Blue 	 as Issue A 
Le60 Violet-Washed Charaxes 	 as Issue A 
Le80 Pale-Tailed Blue 	 as Issue F 
Le300 Black and Yellow Swallowtail as Issue F 

Other values may also exist. 

The earliest date seen for Issue G is 11th October 1991. 

This series has now been superceded by a new set of miniature bird definitives issued late in 1992. 

It must be noted that SG listings have not yet caught up with these issues but will hopefully do so 
when the position becomes clearer. The writer would be pleased to hear from anyone who has further 
information as to extra values or issue dates of this complicated series of issues. 

Sierra Leone Sierra Leone Sierra Leone 
m.M 

I ~t 
tr .~>~ 

...... ........, " 20c 	 LEl
"AU f...u:OI!!luJl:: ..~.JJ(~~......&uDW' .... ~1_.. -_. 	 """"" ......,..,No. 40" GI_IiIIo(Mo'_ 	 '""-:.~ 

Sierra Leone Sierra Leone Sierra Leone 
.,, 

.,..,.:;..........l •• 
- 'r . 
:." .. ... ' .." "'.~. 
. ~. .';j 

.- <;,'(. 
c__ _ 

GtoIo'~ ra'IA $ 1'Io 1t,UD..... , ...... 	 CAll.. IP"O'tTIO ....."'J.Oo'>"I' 4... LE5 ........ 	 "OC:O"EOCYtollO~ LE3 .;;.--.~.-..
~. 
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£ierra Leone Sierra Leone Sierra Leone 

£ierra Leone 

LE75=­ I < •• ~ ... , -LE100 .., .. ".-. 

NEW DISCOVf;RY 

THE EDITOR 


Bush Jefferies, ThP Editor ot Gibbon9 Stamp Konchly, bas seat m a copy of a Southern Nige.ia SG46 
George V Penny Re~ inverL-d w~lermar~ u~u~ed vhich ~, not reco~ded in Jae\ Tn~p. and John Sacber's 
book, the Postal Servic~s of. the aricisb Nigeria reginn _ 

Needlf!S$ to SGY 1 ike 1l11. reu neov diecovpries this V3!> purcll.ucd .'It 0. i'air for a r;um in the Jov pence. 
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BOOK REVIEW 


"COURRIER RECUPERE!RECOVERED MAIL - 1910-1936", Henri L. Nierinck. Published by the author, Oostende, 
Beljium, 1993. 576 pp., hard cover. UK £51.00 plus postage. Available from the author or AEROPHIL, 
4 Ave. General Guiguer, CH-1197 Prangins (Vaud), Switzerland. 

Reviewed by Kendall C. Sanford. 

Perhaps the best way to review this book is to compare it with Mr. Nierinck's first edition of the 
same title. The first edition was published in 1984. It covered the years 1918 to 1978 and was 367 
pages. The new edition covers the years 1910 to 1936 and is 576 pages. 

The first edition listed air crash covers with a European connection. The new edition lists air 
crashes worldwide, except for U.S. domestic crashes, which are well covered by the American Air Mail 
Catalogue Interrupted flights Section. 

The new edition is in the same format as the first edition. It lists the place of the crash or 
interruption, the aircraft manufacturer & type (where known), the routing of the flight. thp names of 
the pilots, the date and the airline or aircraft operator. There is a description of the 
circumstances of the crash, in French and English. And finally, there is a listing of all known types 
of cachets, labels and markings applied to crash covers. 

Obviously Henri has uncovered much additional information since the first edition. Whilst the first 
edition was over 200 pages shorter, it covered a period of 60 years. The new edition covets only 26 
years. Over the years, when I have met Henri at various philatelic exhibitions, he always had his 
working copy with him, which was always thicker each time. Since the first edition, l!enri has 
discovered many new crashes and interruptions, and cachet & label varieties which were previously 
unrecorded. He has had help with new information from a number of people, this reviewer included. 

For the first edition, a pricing supplement was issued a few years after the book was published. With 
the new edition, a pricing supplement is included. The prices are in Swiss francs, and are a fairly 
accurate reflection of the current market, being based on recent auction realizations and dealer's 
prices. Even though the philatelic market is in a slump at the moment, crash covers are very popular 
and have held firm in value. 

The first edition had a combined index, listing the places of the crashes and the names of aircraft of 
those with names. The new edition has a much expanded index which is in three sections, by Name of 
Airplane, Place of Crash and Name of Pilot. 

The first edition has become the s tandard reference for non U.S. crash covers for collectors and 
dealers alike. The new edition wi l l no doubt continue that tradition. Henri is working on another 
edition for the period from 1937 to the current time. 

While there are a few minor errors noted, this new edition is a big improvement over the first 
edition. While the price may seem a bit high, it is well worth it for the amount of information it 
contains, and is an essential reference for crash cover collectors. 
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PETER FERNBANK 


Niger produced 1)6 different plate/value/watermark combinations from the KG. V Universal keyplate 
during the twenty one years it was current, only Ceylon producing more. Two in particular seem to be 
difficult, the . from plates 3 and 27. 

Stamps 19 to 1936", published by the WASC in 1983, does not include a . Pl.3 in the 
printings, although it is included in'the list of plates used. For the first two print 

in 1914 and 19 5, plates 1 and 2 combined are stated to have been used. The next printing of the 
in December 1919, was almost certainly from plates 4 & 7, the destruction of PI.) and the future use 
of th l~[e cumbination being reported in the Culonial Office Journal (COJ) of January 1919. The 
COJ of January 1916 reported that the Id., but not the had been printed from plates 3 & 4. 
However, the catalogue of the Royal collection does list a . PI.3 block of four. If a . PI 3 
print was made when was it? 

The 1915 printing for requisition 17/15 was made during the transition from plates 1 & 2 to plates 3 & 
4 for 240 set printings. The printings of the ~d. and Id. was packed in four instalments, on 
17th May, 27th May. 5th June and 28th June. Although the first ing from the new PI.3 (for 
Straits Settlements) was invoiced on 29th April, the laet of the other values of R.17/IS ( 
5th June) for Nigeria were printed from PI.l (and are not known printed from PI.3). The set 
print for the ld. Sierra Leone from plates 3 & 4 was packed in two instalments on the 5th and 28th 
June (identical in date to the last two Nigeria instalment) Although there appears to be some 
overlap in the use of plates 1 & 2 and 3 & 4, I suspect this was due more to delays in invoicing the 
various printings rather than both pairs of plates being in use at the same time. 

It therefore seems probable that either the last one or two instalments of R.17/1S for the ~d. and Id. 
were printed from Pl.3 & 4. The last one, of the 28th June, was for booklets made up of ~d. and Id. 
values, together with 23,441 sheets of the Id. In the of the booklets the selvedge containing 
the plate numbers would obviously have had to be removed. This would explain the failure of the COJ 
of Jan '16 to mention the ~d. Pl.3, since no plate number copies were despatched, but would explain 
the listing of the Id .• since it was also despatched in sheet form. If this was the first printing 
from Pl.3 & 4 a plate number block of four would have been taken for the King's collection. Does any 
member have a ~d. PI.3 example, or is the block of four in the Royal collection unique? 

The very last Nigerian printing from the KG. V Universal keyplate was for 2,547 sheets of the ~d. from 
plates 26 and 27 combined. Plate 27 is the rarest of all keyplates, the only other printings from it 
being for the 2c and SOc of Ceylon. In ten years of searching I have yet to see a single copy, nor 
have met any Nigeria or Ceylon collector who has. Again, does anyone have a copy of the 1d. Pl.27? 
If so a photocopy would be much apprec ated. 

to Scotland which show an unusual practice of mail handling 

have recently come into my possess 
Two covers from the same correspondence 

The cover lust rated has the adhesive cancelled at Bathurst 

on May 8th 1913 but with an originat cancellation of Macarthy Island of the day. It twin 
has corresponding dates of June 23rd and June 21st 1913. 

This practice of cancelling the cover away from the adhesive with the outstation postmark and the 
adhesive being cance led at the capital was, of course, quite common in Sierra Leone at the time but 
know of no previous examples for the Gambia. Perhaps another member can prove me wrong. 

In passlng. are Handbook Types 1 and for Macarthy Island really the same cancellation? I would 
submit Lt'c,l tl,,-, 19lJ jll tt"l on li.ig cover is type 1, albeit dated some 7 years after t 

latest date recorded by Hogens Randrup 
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DEUTSCHE LUFTHANSA ' S ZEPPELIN MAIL FLIGHTS THROUGH THE GAMBIA 

R.J. MADDOCKS 

In two issues of "Cameo" (July 91 and January 92) Stewart Duncan has been putting together the first 
composite account of the Gambia Zeppelin mail; gathering the pieces for this jigsaw from scattered and 
scanty sources is no easy quest and he is to be congratulated on taking the initiative. 

Now, from researches undertaken whilst I was resident in the Gambia I am able to flesh out the 
skeleton, so to speak, to provide, I hope, a more detailed account of that country's links with the 
South Atlantic Zeppelin flights of the mid-1930's. I was able to obtain also at the same time much 
new information on the Deutsche Lufthansa fixed wing flights through the Gambia including flight 
authorisations, types and registrations of aircraft, carriage of mail agreements with terms and 
conditions, mail statistics etc which will be expounded upon in a future article. 

My sources were from the National Archives in Banjul and with the kind permission of the Archivist I 
produce the following extracts from the varioul tile. available by way of original information. These 
Ira generally quoted verbatim from official correspondence and report!, though 80metimes summarised 
for the sake of brevity, and, apart from my concluding observations on a few pertinent points/queries 
raised in the mentioned 'Cameo' articles in terms of my own finding, I leave further discussion and 
comments to those who specialise in this specific collecting interest. 

A. 5.2 . 34 "German aeroplane boarded and found to be carrying 7 bags of mail addressed as follows:­
Rio de Janeiro - 3 bags and packet; Natal and Montevideo - 1 bag each and Buenos Aires - 2 bags. 

For the "Westfalen" (a catpult ship/floating stop over base chartered by Deutsche Lufthansa lying at 
anchor off Bathursr) - 1 bag and 3 parcels . " 

These details were recorded in a report by the Post Office, Bathurst arising from an altercation with 
local German officials taking delivery of the "Westfalen" mail direct from the aircraft without 
complying with Gambia Customs requirements of prior Customs examination and clearance. Though not 
seen detailed in the files, this flight was in fact the first scheduled between Germany and South 
America. It left Berlin on February 2nd 1934 for Buenos Aires via Stuttgart, Sevilla, Bathurst, Natal 
and Rio - a journey of some 9000 miles over 5 days. 

B. 26.5.34 Translation of letter from Reichminister, Berlin to Receiver General (p & T) Bathurst in 
response to latter's enquiry of United Africa Co. Ltd., Bathurst (Agents of Deutsche Lufthansa) 
regarding possible use of the German Ai r Service: 

"With reference to your enquiry r e garding use of the German Air Mail Service for sending mails from 
the Gambia to Europe, I be g t o inform you that DLH Ag to whom I have acquainted your letter will 
negotiate with you the forwarding condit ions for this air agree'ment. I beg this you will arrange that 
the mails for forwarding by the German Air Mail Line may be placed in a closed package addressed to 
"Postamt Stuttgart 9". From Stuttgart, the airmail will be forwarded by the quickest possible means ­
perhaps also by the Airways. Fo r the onward transmission by airways within Europe the airmail charges 
will noc be increased". (Signed) Dr. Asser. 

C. A reement between Post Office, Bathurst. British Gambia and Deutsche Lufthansa, Berlin Re 
ch,· forw.1nji~ . (lr~~ il rI'''''] Il;]ri]lll ' ,'ll ro I\llrope. Signed, Bedin 24.8.34 and BathurBt 1.11.34 

Selected ex tracts as per numbered terms and conditions (There were 14 in all):­
1. To air conveyance are admitted: Ordinary and registered letters, postcards, printed papers of 
every kind, samples of merchandise, commercial papers. Insured letters and boxes are excluded . 

2. Lufthansa take over the mail at Bathurst to be forward by their scheduled aeroplane to Sevilla, 
Stuttgart or Berlin as well as for the further transportation from Stuttgart or Berlin to all plac e s 
of Europe through the medium of the Reichpost. 

6. The Luft hansa Agency at Bathurst is entitled to forward unclosed and not prepaid letter s with the 
aeroplane s of Lufthansa for the se rvice correspondence between different Lufthansa offices. 
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11. For forwarding mail from Bathurst (according 2) Post has to pay Lufthansa 

65.00 Gold Francs per 1 kilo LC 
16.25 Gold Francs per 1 kilo - AO 
('LC' and 'AD' mails had to be made up separately - what incidentally 

that 'Graf Zeppelin' from 6.4.35 will operate alternate 
do these initials stand for?) 

Bathurst. 

"1 have the honour to submit the following message from Berlin:­

As our ships 'Schwarbenland' as well as 'Westfalen' shall go to Las Palmas and Bremen for overhol 
(sic) it is intended that for a certain period the German airship 'Graf Zeppelin' shall carry the 
airmail between Bathurst and Recife (Brazi). The airship will not land at Jeshwang but will descend 
according to weather conditions and come to a standst 11 in the air, to land and pick up the mail to 
South America. 

the dates of arrival in Bathurst will be the 16th, 2Jrd and 30th November 935. 

I would be much obliged to know whether the Gambian Government would grant a temporary flight 
permission on that scheme to Deutsche Lufthansa. 

The necessary steps will also be taken by DLH Berlin through the German Ambassador in London to apply 
to the British Colonial office for requested permission." 

authorised flights for airship 'Graf Zeppelin' (D-ENNE) for the period 

__ •• ~.~~ __ c .. v.ut advised alterations to schedule. 

Friday 25.10.35. No airmail to Bathurst from Europe as 'Graf Zeppelin' will not call here. 
Saturday 2. 1.35 No airmail from Bathurst [0 Europe. 

iday 8.11.35. No airmail from Europe to Bathurst. 

Eyewitness account by a 

"As the Airship did not stay for more than one hour the Gambia no handling arrangements were 
necessary. On 16th Novembe 1935 the Zeppelin commanded by Van Schiller appeared over the aerodrome 
at a height of 400-500 feet at 5.25 pm. moving at a speed of 30-40 miles per hour. When over the 
centre of the landing ground four bags of mail were dropped parachutes, through trap doors in th 
centre of the underside of the ship. 

A c le with a diameter of approximately one mile was made in order to head into the wind aga and 
on the second passage over the landing ground the airship came to a standstill in the air at a height 
of 300-400 feet. 

A hook which had been lowered from the ship was picked up by a German employee on the 
by car to the centre of the landing area and hooked onto a large net conta the ma 
America. At 5.30 pm. the net lifted off the ground but it was hoisted so slowly that it was not until 
5,47 ~m. Chat the mail hud boen takon up into the Zeppelin, by which time she had drifted 

ely one mile in a south easter direction. 

At 5.50 pm. the irship's engines were restarted and a large circle was made (including Bathurst) 
before returning at approximately 6.20 pm. to drop the mail net. 

At 5.52 pm. the mail plane left the anding ground for Europe. 

Since November 16th the Graf Zeppelin has twice repeated this procedure arriving on 24th at 
approximately 7 am. and on at approximately 6.30 pm. The time taken transfer of 
mails was practically the same case~1I 
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I. 21 . 9 .36 DLH to Col onial Secretary, Bathurst. 

"1 have to inform you that ULH intends t o start a weekly mail service for the Gambia again in October . 
I t is proposed t hat both airships D-ENNE 'Graf Zeppelin' and D- EKKA 'Hindenburg' shall carry mails 


between Bathurst and Brazil as did the ' Graf Zeppelin' last November and Lufthans a sh a l l car r y mail 

betwe en Bathurst and the Continent. 


The ai rs h ips wil l not land at Jeshwang bUl will come to a standstill in the air to land and pick up 
t he airmail for South America. This service should cover a temporary period from October to Decembe r. 

I should be very much ob li ged t o know whether. the Gambia Government would gran t a tempora r y fl igh t 

permission on the above scheme or that DLH should apply for permission to London . 


Th e dates of arrival wil l be forwarded l ater . " 

( Ga mbi a Government gave authori s ation on 6. 10 . 36 for the per i od 15 . 10.36 - 15 .1 2 .36 after referring 

the ma t ter to London). 


J. 27 .10.36 ULH Bathurs t to Receiver General (p & T ) 

"O ur sh i ps 'Westfa l en ' and 'Os t mark' have to be overhauled; bOlh t he airships 'Hindenbu rg ' and ' Graf 
Zeppel in ' should c a rry mai l over he Sou th Atlan l ic . But as these air~hips l eave Germany a day be fore 
the us ua l closing of the mails our p l anes have to fo llow the a i rships and will de liver rh mail t o the 
a irsh ip i n Ba rhurst or o t herwise to forward the South America mai l dropped by air sh ip here to Eur ope . 
The dates of a r rival will be: ­

From Euro pe From Sou h America 

Graf Zeppelin 30 .1 0. 36 Hindenburg 31.10.36 
Hindenburg 6.11 . 36 Graf Zeppelin 7 . 11. 36 
Gt:af Zeppelin 13. ll . 36 Hindenburg 14 . 11 .36 

On 21 .11.36 it i s pro pos ed that th e 'GraE Zeppe lin' c oming from Sou th America drops he r ma i l an d pic ks 
up t he outw ard mail and proc eeds to South America. 

Hind nbu rg 27.11. 36 Gra f Zeppe 1in 28 .11. 36 
DLH Pla ne 3.1 2 . 36 Hi ndenbu r g 5 .1 2. 36 
DLH Plane 10 . 12.36 DLH Plane 12 . 12.36 

K. 23. 12 .36 Repo rt on Visit s of 'Gr af Zeppe l in ' and 'Hindenburg' to ~athurs t 1936. 

"Exactl y the same (handlin g a rrangements) as on prev ious v isits of 'Graf Zeppel i n' i n November 1935 ; 

approximat ely the same t i me be ing taken on each occ sion fo r th e tr ansfer of ma i ls. No landi ng was 

made . The ai rsh ip circled slowly round unti l the mails we r e ready to be pic ke d up and then r emained 

stat ion ry in the ai r at he ights va r ying between 200 and 400 feet . 


Th e a rriva l dates of th a irc r af l are as fo l Lows : ­

22nd Ocr ober 'Hi nde nbur g' from Frank f ur t for Brazi l . 

13th Novembe r 'H i ndenbur g' from Fran kf urt * (arri.ve d 6 am) for Brazi l (d pa rt ed 7.30 am.) 

22nd Novembe r ' Graf Ze ppe lin ' from Bra ~i 1 ( arrived 6 am.) retu rn d to Br azil (departed 6.55 am.) 

27th November 'H indenburg' h orn Frankfurt (ar riv ed 5 am.) for Na t a l ( departed 7 am.)" 


(N .B . * The Report seems ro have erred for the Flight Log shows the fl i gh t as from Bra zi l to 
F~fur t. ) 

Comment in terms of the above on some o f t h pon ts ra i se d in Lhe 'Cameo' a r ticles : 

1. " Schwar benland mentioned as being on station o ff Br a zi l ian c oast towa rds end of 1934" - however, 
th Ga mbia reco r ds me ntion under d t e oct ober 1934 [ hilt " t his ves,;el was then entering and leaving 
Ba t hurst ha r bour a t least tw ice every we ek , go ing a t OO mi les or so ou t to sea ." 
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It is l ikely that the "Sc hwsrbenl an d" h ad replaced (he ' Westfalen ' on tbe Gambi a s tation ( a f ter the 
1934 overhaul perhap s ) and r emai ned there until Octobe r 1935 - the nex t ove r ha u l t he n bein g due . 

2. Mai l bags fo r Bathurst wer e dropped on parach utes and those tak en i n t o the Zeppe l in were hau l ed up 
in a net by a grapne l l owered by rope fr om t he a irship . 

3. There wa s a s igned ag r eemen t between t he Receiver Gene ral ( P & T) Ba thurst and Lufthans a f or the 
carr iage of ma i 1 s be tween Gamb ia and Europe as cone 1uded on 1. 11 . 34 . The re wa s h owever no s uch 

g r eerne n t t o car r y mail between Gamb i a and Sou t h America - indeed th e re would have been no call f or 
such f or obv ious reason s . Therefore a distinction has t o be made betwee n ma i l destined f rom Europe 
for So uth Ame rica and which transited the Gambia an d that whi ch originate d from t he Gamb i a i ts el f (­
for United Kingd om in the main ) . Of the latte r none s houl d have bee n t aken on boa rd eithe r the 
ea-pl anes o r Zeppe l in s for South Amer ica except compa ny OLH Ba t hu r s t own ma i l t o othe r Luf th an sa 

off ices overseas - ( See C6 above and 4 and 5 below. ) - and this the l ocal Age n t would surel y have 
arranged h imse l f . 

As f a r as c an be asce r ta ined from Gambia ~ ec ord s no l ocal mai ls to Eu r ope we r e ca rr ied by airsh i p bu t 
then the decision an d arrangements would have been l e ft to t he contrac t or DLH and no t to t he G. P .O. 

In a ny even t bec au se in terms of the Re i c hminis te r ' s r eq ue s t of 26. 5 . 34 (se e B above ) Gamb ia ma i l s 
we r e de spa tched in c l osed bags through Lufthansa i t was improbab le t hat any outwa r d le t t er post ed 
th r ough t h e Gamb i a Post Off ice would have received an on-bo ard Zeppeli n a cc ep t anc e cachet e ven i f SD 

carried. 

Si mil ar l y let t ers from th e United Kingdom t o the Gambia were al s o be l i eved t o have bee n i n ba gs closed 
by t he London GPO and wou l d not h ave rece ived an on- boa r d or oth e r Zeppel i n cac he t dur i ng tr ansi t and 
pos s ible tr ansfe r in St u t t gar t . One says possi ble t r an s fer, th at is f r om Lu f t hansa t o Ze ppel i n, s in ce 
DUI con t in ued t o opera t e the i r own land and s ea planes s ervic e to the Gambia - t he Zeppe lin 
arr a ng ement s pe c ifi cally related to South Amer ic an mai l$ i n tr a nsit at Ba t hur st. Th e cache t "Deut s che 
Lll r tpost / Eur opa- Su damerlka" was presumabl y app l ied in the St ut tgar t Pos tamt when ma i l s we r e r e s or t e d 
an d rebagged to va rious destination s on this route. 

Of course individua l let t ers posted in various con t inental countrie s incl uding Ge r ma ny itsel f coul d 
we ll h ave f ound car ri age by Zeppelin to t he Ga mbi a inde pe ndent ly bu t again one would have tho ught that 
th e Postarnt in Stut t gar t woul d have placed the c ommercia l mail i n c losed bags be fore despa tch. 
Arr angemen ts f or the Ze ppeli n to call at Bath urst we r e tempo r ary a nd ex pe di ent for DLH thp contr acte d 
ma i l carrier ( see 8 below ) . 

4. F i gs. 1, 2 & 3 i n the men tioned art i c l e s woul d se em to he cove rs by f avou r an d not by comme r c ial 
us e. Th e ad dr essees and sende r s wer e employe es / agent s of Lu fth ans a and it s a ss oc i a t e comp a ny Con dor. 
Mr. Kla ube (F i g . 3 ) was t he l ocal agen t of DLH Bat hu rs t . As a bove s t a t ed the r e we r e no known 
agreement s / ar r an gemen ts i nvolv ing the Gambia Post Offi ce f or d irec t mai l ings to Sou t h Ame rica. It is 
noted a ls o t ha t all 3 cove r s bear a ha ndwri tt e n add ress " C/O DtH , Ba t hu'rs t and this woul d also 
i ndicate s ouve nir crea t i ons by compa ny st aff r athe r t han ge nuine commercia l mail. 

5. Fig. 6 is also believed to be philatelic thou gh i ndeed a fi ne example of ac ce pt a nce on bo a rd the 
ship ' We st falen' stationed off t he Gambia in J un e 1933 . What arrangements could t he Gambia PO have 
conceiva b ly th en h ad for de live ry of ma i l to a fo r ei gn s h ip? Pos s ibly in thi s par t icul a r case a mail 
bag fa c il ity to be c oll ect e d by a c r ew memhe r whe n t he s h i p was in por t? Th e 'W e s tfa l e n' however was 
ch a rte re d by Lufth an s a f rom No rd Deu tsch e r l.loyd Sh i pping Li ne a nd was se r vi ced di r e ct l y f rom DLH's 
offic e i n Bat hur st . Wi th no Gamb ian a dd r es s, ma i l t o t he s hip wou ld not have nee ded t o be passed 
t h r ough t he Gambia PO or inde ed , i f of l ocal orig in , t o have bee n f r anked - i nt e r c omp any mail would 
surely h :J"e gone' franc o ' ( s ee C6 above) - it cou l d have been del ivered through/by DLH. The 
acceptance stamp i n this ins t a nce ma y well be a pp lied by favour since the first catapult flight to 
Natal took place on or around th at date 4 . 6.33. h~en scheduled flights began the following year if 
the Europe South America tr ans i t ma i l s we re in closed bags it is unlikely that they would have be en 
opened for an 'acceptance' stamp t o be app lied On board the catapult ship. It is more logical fo r the 
acceptance stamp to have been applied only to incoming/outgoing mail of the ship's crew during 
sorting. 
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6. Fig. 5, postcard from Stuttgart 14.11.35 addressed to Captain Max Pruss, on board 'Graf in 
which arrived at Bathurst 16.11.35 from Recife. According to the Gambia report on the airship s 
arrival a Von Schiller was in command; Pruss could, of course, have been a co- or second commander. 

7. Fig. 4. The Caption to this cover from Denmark whether it was carried to the Gambia by 
the 'Hindenburg', going on to say that there were no regular DLH flights from Europe after 15.10.36 
unci early the fo lowing December. For an answer to this we can only refer the DLH Bathurst 
letter of 27.10.36 (see J above) by which it would appear that Lufthansa's fl to and from the 
Gambia continued as normal, duplicating if not anc llary to the Zeppelin flights under charter. The 
airships were reported as leaving Germany a day before the mails usually closed (in Stuttgart) and 
thus Lufthansa planes followed the airships so could be delivered to them at Bathurst. 
(Author's note: does th infer that the airships did not carry mail over this leg f the journey?) 
An odd if expensive arrangement! Why couldn't the ip's schedule have been re-arranged or the 
mails closed earlier? 

8. According to is first artic in 'Cameo', Mr. Duncan mentioned that Walter Curley had in his book 
'Graf Zeppelin Flights to South America' also recorded three shuttle flights as having been made 
during 1936 by the "t! to the Gambia. This however, is not borne out either by the 

's flight log (5th, 6th and 7th flights to South America) Or by the archival sources quoted 
in J & K above. The calls at the Gambia were en route from or to Europe (3 in all) and 
not all South Atlantic crossings such as was made by the "Graf Zeppelin" on 22.11.36 and also in 
193!L comfounded or compounded? 

ACcordingly the ultimate enigma remains: how can it in fact be determined beyond doubt whether a 
particular letter, other that a philatelic one courtesy of the crew, was carried to or from the Gambia 
on one of those Zeppelin flights, if at all. 

As new member of W.A.S.C. I'm slightly reluctant to comment but ­

1. 	 The cachet "DAMAGED BY/SEA is a cut down handstamp used at the Redirected Letter Section 
Mount Pleasant, London, for a number of years on recovered mail received in that office. 

2. 	 The description of a cover postmarked MANO. SIERRA LEONE 28 NOV 1942 makes me think that the 
FREETOWN transit 0 30 NOV 1942 on this cover was PRE-CRASH not POST-CRASH. 

3. 	 My mnjor interest in MALTA, we have a batch of cover. known to the Malta Study Circle - pOBtmarked 
VALETl'A. MALTA on or about 23 - 28 OCT 1942 - all of which have various DAMAGED BY SEA WATER 
cachets, including this one, applied at Mount Pleasant. 

Recent research has extracted (FROM THE AIR BATTLE OF MALTA by JAMES DOUGLAS HAMILTON) - "The 
taking him to Gibraltar on 3 OCT 1942 overshot on landing and crashed into the sea 

whi tempting to take off again. The Liberator broke it's back. The bomb bay taking in water 
as the ircraft sank" A correspondent quoting this in the MALTA STUDY CIRCLE Journal is also 
B.T. Gibbs who was in MALTA In the war and says "1 had reliable information from an R.A.F. Officer 
in MALTA who tells aircraft were known to have overshot the runway at GIBRALTAR 
(and gone into the recalls a LIBERATOR doing this late in 942. 

The 	 dates don't fit but perhaps we should look at GIBRALTAR for your crash as well. 
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"MADE TO MEASURE" POSTAL HISTORY:- PAN AMERICAN AIRWAYS F.A.M. 22 SERVICE 

M.J. ROBERTS 

Collectors of West African posted history will be fully familiar with c overs carried late in 1941 on 
the variou s fir st flight s tages of this service. They and modern first day ~overs are often the only 
items in a dealer's cover box under the section marked 'Gambia', 'Nigeria.' or 'BWA' The notice 
illustrated explains how these covers came into existence. It also demonstrates that the covers had 
to be 'home made' and explains why, perhaps surprisingly at first glance, no specially printed
'officia l' covers are found. 

Pan American Airways Company 
'PHILATELIC SECTIO~I 

135 East 42nd Street, New York, N. y, 
N~6. 11'" 

I1~Nfl¥.39.MWii\tiiW 

FIRST FLIGHT COVER SERVICE TO GAMBIA, NIGERIA AND BELGIAN CONGO. AFRICA 

Tnl! CIvil ,uroneutlcs L1o&ra ha!) grantea, t.l1e Pan Amerlce.n AIrways COIllVl:I.uy the necessary au­
thorization (.Q establish air tran s portation bet .....'een Miami. Florida and LeoDoldvl11e , ~elglan Congo, 
vIa. the ln~'?r"!"'!e ojli1tc pOints, Sa n Juan, Puerto RICO; Port oC Soaln, Trln1dad; BeleTTl (para) Bra~11; 
Natal. Brazil; 88.thurst, Gar-Ibls; Lagos. Nigeria. 

The Un ! tl'a !lul.te.'i PO!)l Orrice O(l (,)arune nt, has announced that F'1rst flight Cover Serv ice will 
be avai lab le on th e tnauF:\Jrol tllght on this servJce wh1ch Is now Planned Cor November 29, 1941. 
Also . the Un ite1j State s Post orrice Depart:r.ent has rr..ade the necessary a.rrangements wi t h all Core1gn
Dostal eQ, P1 ln!strat1 ons concerne d, fo r tl1el r partlc1patiOn on the I naugural trlpot the flrst flight 
CO'Ier Service. All Postal A(l t'l lnl stro.tlons have agree d to b8clLstamp the covers upon arrival 8t 
tr.e Ir orr1ce s and all :!l ce pt Port or S061n, Trlnldad, have agreed to cachet the first flIght Covers 
rorwarded (r oJ:. their oU l ccs. It Is ant1 Cloated that. some agreement can be r eached wlLh the Port 
o r spatn Po ~ t Orrice tly whi ch an oUlc181 cachet will be aCtlxed to the covers be rore the actual 
Q,ate o~ th~ (lIght from Port Or Spain. However, there Is no deClnlte assurance that 8 cilchet wIll 
be arrl;t e'~ to these Port or SpaI n first fligh t Covers. 

FIRST FLIGHT COVERS AVAILABLE ON THIS SERVICE: 

/. B the United Stat'!s Post 
, ro~: .tO~ 1." 

0 ice 
ort, '0: 

De rt"el"lt U. S. POSTAGE 
REQUIRED PER 

illIB. 
Hiami. Florida to Bathu .. t, Gambia. West Africa .50 
Miami! FlorIda to Lagos , t-Ilgeria , West A.frlca .50 
Hi ami , Florida to Leopoldville. Bel91an Congo, Africa .60 

'ro~: San JWJI"l , fue rto Rl eo 

San Juan, Puerto Rico to Bathurst. Gambia, West Afri ca .50 
San Juan, Puerto Rico to La~05. HI!.Ierla, West A.frica .50 
San Juan, Puerto Rico to Leopoldv ille, Belgian Congo .60 

Note: Covers for this service must be forwarded In a separate container 
(with proper POS\age affixed to each cover) to the Postmaster at 
t he point from which the covers are to be flown. These containers 
ad d ressed to the postmaster must be endorsed In the lo.er left 
hand corner, "FIRST FLIGHT COVE RS FOR AFRICA-PLEASE HOLD FOR FLIGHT" 

2. 8} fan ... ,, ;; rican Ai 1"I,'<J }:S Co,,-.e0l"l}: 

(.) Ki ami I Florida to Bathurst! Gamb la .65 
(.) Hi am i, Fl orid a to Lagos, Nigeria .65 
(.) Hi ami, Florida to Leopoldvll le. Be I g la n Con go .75 
(.) San Juan! Puert o Rico t o Bathurst! Oamb I a .65 
(.) San Juan, Puerto Rico to Lagos, NI 9"' la .65 
(.) San Juan I Puerto Rico to Le opold vi I te. Belgian Congo .75 

Note : (.) AI I of these Covers are a dupllcat Ion of the U. S. Post Office 
Oepartment service described above and are Q.uoted here only In case 
Philatelistsor Collectors desire the Company to handle same for them. 

Port of Spain! Trinidad to Bathurst. Gambia .56 
Port of Spain! Trinidad to Lagos, Nigeria .56 
Port of Spai n, Trinidad t o Leopoldville, Belgian Con9 0 .60 
Belem (Para) Brazi I to Bathu rs t. Gambia .70 
~elem (Para) Brazi l to Layos. Nigeria ,70 
Selem (Para) Brazil to Leopoldville, Belgian Congo .89 
Hatal. Brazil lo Bathurst, Gambia .70 
t-Iatal, Braz i 1 to Lagos , Nigeria .70 
Na'."I, ~razil to Leopoldvllle, 80191an Congo .89 
dathurst, Gambia to Lagos! Nigeria .45 
BatAu"t, Ga mbia to Leopoldville, Belgian Congo .50 
BP.othurst , Gambia to Natal! Brazil .50 
~ath~ r :;t! Gamu ia tu Bele.n (PJr a) Brazil .50 
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------- ------------

Cost pe r COlle r 

8athurst, Gambi a t o Port of Spain, Tr.lni.4ad .60 
B-athurst, Gambia to San Juan, Puerto Rico .70 
~athur s t, GJmbla to Miami, Florida .85 
Lagos, Nigeri a to Leopaldlli lIe, Belgian Cungo .30 
Lagos , Nigeria to Bathurst, Gambi a .4{) 
La go s, Nigeria to Natal, Brazil • liS 
Lagos, Nigeria to Be lem (Para) Brazil .115 
I..a go s, Nig er i a to Port of Spain, Trinidad .55 
La go s, Ni ger ia to San Juan, Puerto Rico .65 
Lagos, Ni geria to Miami, Florida .75 
leopoldllille, Belgian Cong o t o Lagos, Nigeria .112 
Leopoldllille, Belgian Co ngo to Bath u r st, Gamb ia·· .5 1 
Leopoldll il le, Belgian Con go to Nata l , Bra z i l .61t 
l.eopold ll i lie, Belgian Congo to Be lem (Pa r a) Braz il .Slt 
Leopoldlli l le , Belgian Congo to Port of Spain Trini dad . 66 
~eopold ll i lie, Bel gian Congo to San J uan, Pue r t o Ri co .70 
Leopolo lli lie , Belgian Congo to Mi amI, Flor i da .88 

Ho t e: 	 The abolle rate s include pos t age and the Com pany handl in g ~rge of 

.1 5 cents per cOller. !22 &O.V 

The total cost of a complete set of 36 cove rs i s The total
icost of a complete se t of 30 covers, (whi c h does no I nclude those 

from Miami, Florida or San J ua n, Puerto Rico) is _ ~1 8. 1I0. 


All fi rst Cll gh t c overs des c ri b ed unde r secti on No . 2, (Pan Ame rican Airways Service) must be 
f orwarded t o : 

Pan Ame r ican Ai r ways Company 
(Phi latel l c Section) . 

135 Eas t 1I2nd St reet 
Hew Yo rk, H. 'f. 

TheS e cove r s mu s t reach l he aD ove address on or before Nove mber 2~, 1941 to I nsure proper 
ha ncl 1 In p; by the Comp a n y. 

3 . Each con s i gn me nt of covers sent t o Pan Amer 1can AIrways Compan y t or handli n g mus t be accompan­
Ied by a CERTI FT ED CHECK or Mo ney Order pa ya b le to Pa n Amer i ca n Ai rwa ys COlllpany , Ne w York, N. Y. 
Co r the exac t a mo un t o r the servlc~ req u i r ed. In order t o a VOi d e r r or s a nd t o slmp l lC y the worK 
Cor all con c ernea. It Is requ ested t llat a l l ord ers Cor cove r s be made on the a. ttached or der bl a nK. 

U. P1'el>a<"a Uon of fin t n i ght Cove1's 

Philatel i st s ana Co lle c tors mus t pr'e pare their own Individua l covers for tills service. The 
COlllpa ny wi l l n ot Corw r d co ve r s t o be pl ac e d on s ale aCter t he f l1 gh t has been maae. Only coorers 
o r d e r eO by Ph i la teli s t s a n ~ Coll e ct o r s 1'111 1 be s ervi c ed. The COlll pan y does n o t prepare covers r o r 
Phi atell sts. The s e CO'l e r s mus t be prepa re d by the sender. 

Tl1 e se rt es t n igh t c ove rs may be a dd r es sed to the senders the ms e'lves or to other persons I n 
the Uni t ed S t.a t e s o r els ew he re. Ttl ey mu s t be ma r ked In th e u ll per l eft lland corner ( In pencil if 
d esi red) to s h ow t he poi n t s between wh ich carri age by air Is de s ired . Du e t o ce n s orshi p restr l c ­
t. l ons no w r l ~ t e n ma t t er sh ou l d be Incl ude d In t h e co vers, on ly a l ight we i gh t CU ler to cush i on 
th e c a c l'c t a nd ca n ce l1 a tl on ma rKs sho'J l d be Inserte<l In the cove r . Th e covers s h ou l not be sealed 
a ea l n s \. In s pe c t I on bu t forwarded un s ea led, with the s eallng Clap o r the envelope tucked Into the 
e n ve lope. 

5. Gene1'ai b l tonr.ation 

(a) Arte r the n i ght ha s been cO nJple ce(!, the covers !l awn to dest i na tion s ou t s ide the United 
States. wi ll be r e t u rn ed to th e addre ssee on t he .cover, by o r d inary ma l l. In some cas es this will 
pr obably De Cram si x wee ks to t ,.vo mo nths a ft e r t he [light, due to rest ri c t ed ordinary ma ll service 
to these c oun tr l e s . 

(b ) The weight unit Cor covers to be posted In the United State s , Puerto IU co . Trinidad, Gambia, 
and Ni ge ria Is 1/ 2 ounce unit. For those CC be pOsted In Brazil an<! Be lgia n Congo, the weight unit 
Is 10 r ams or Crac tion thereoL 

6, The follOWing c oven cannot be se1'viced by the Corr.pa. n y . 

(a) Ra";;,) Trip c o vers. or thos e ,rulecl o ff [or succeSS ive addresses. 
(b) Hound t he world covers. 

(c) The "a mc c over to be cancelled at success i ve OOlnts along the route . (Only separate Indi­
vidual c overs rrom onc point to another will be serv i ced). 

(d) Covers with Corelgn postage a f!lx ed . Covers to be maIled In Mia mi a nd San Juan, 1'1111 be 
acceoted wI th U. S. Pos tage afCIxed. The charge r or handling such covers \1' 111 be . 15 oer cove r. 

/~, 
.... 
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TOGO FORGED PQ~I~ARKS 

E.J. MAYNE 

Roberts Mays article in the July 1992 Cameo on Forged Postmarks on German Yacht issues is most valid. 

He urged Togo collectors to be on watch for such issues which indeed can be found. 

About two years ago I purchased all values to 2 Marks inclusive, all used and cancelled Klein - Popo 
20.7.1900. These were acquired in the knowledge that the postmarks were forged. 

Firstly the appearance was incorrect. The printing is almost shaded, but secondly in the case of this 
cancel 20.1.1900 it was dated prior to the release date of the yacht issue November 1921. 

A closer examination showed that the forged cancel was identical with the examples given in Albert 
Friedemann's work - The Stamps and Cancels of the German Colonies and the German Post Offices Abroad, 
Section XIII as translated for and by the German Colonies Collectors Group. 

This has prompted me to take care in my purchases of this issue and I have as a result found forged 
postmarks for other Towns on high values and these are also identical with the other Friedemann 
examples. 

As all forged postmarks have been collected within the last two years, one is left to wonder if within 
this time span deliberate forgeries are being made by means of a printing process. All my copies have 
been purchased in the U.K. and at Stamp Fairs. I have not noticed any at Auction either here or in 
Germany. 

The pecuniary advantage of the mark values is considerable, the more so in the case of scarce 
postmarks. 

Since writing the above, I have viewed postally Togo Michel 7 - 19 complete, offered by an Auction 
House (a member of the P.T.S.). All very fine used. I have drawn their attention to it. 

Fresh forged cancels matching Friedemann have come to light, namely:­

ATAKPAME 24.7.1907 
ANECHO 15.6.1905 
HO 27.8.1907 

All mark values were forged. 

As a member of G.&.C.P.S., I am writing to that Society and will enquire of members as to whether 
forgeries of other colonies are coming to the surface. 

It is only within the last two years I have come across so many. 
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WE ST AFRICAN CENSORSHIP - WWI AND WWII 
J .J. MARTIN ANDFIL, WALTON 

1i'ublighed by the West Affican Study Circle. 

Avail~ble from th~ Uon- tib~sriQn bound in loose-leaf, s oft back pric~ £11 _00 including p. & ~. to 

WASC Memb@rs in thE . UX, tt4 including p. & p. (airmail) fo~ overs~as ~embers . 


The Ediror 

Th~ author~ are to be cOog~atulated on their atte~pt at a very wide 6Ubject . F~~ the very ~any 


ex~lea of single u$age~ eontained in the book there are many discove~ies to be mad€. D~spite whicb, 

tbe ~utbors show cousi4erable ~ravery in attempted valuation scales. The w~rk has the advantage of 

very clear illustrations of practically every cen$O~ mark and censor type. The definition or terms 

used at the beginning of the hook is .easonably c~reb@Dsi~ but I found the section on ~aSur~~ents 


difficult to follow ~s agerybody knows that if beed with a smudged or ovcr-in\<;ed example it is 

pra~tical11 impos~ibl~ to measure it accur3tely what~er system one uses. 


I would have liked an ~planation of PC 90 and of Basa Censor neithe~ of which terms are immediately 

obvious to besinner~. 


As regards the mysteries of the locations of t~e Italian Prisoner of War Camps in WWII, relevant to 

the markin3s, ?/W censorship West African Force, it is known that there was a cemp at Voi near Rldorct 

in Kenya for Italian ~risoDers ~f War guarded by West African Forces. 


there is no index, but to me there does not ,ee~ to be a n~ed for oue the way the book has beeu set 

out, and with the Chapter headings at the ~t3~t. Despite the abQVe ~ibbles I rcsard thi~ book a~ 


very info~tive. very comprehensive and extremely good valu~ at the price. 


THE 1955 ROYAL VISIT STAMP .OF NIGERIA 

JEREMY MARTIN 
A collection of Nigeria purchased recently included a cut-out from a stamp magazine, possibly " Stamp 
Collecting" which made reference to a special first day cancellat ion reading 
"ROYAL VISIT /28 JA/1956/LAGOS". 

The writer of the note had contacted the G.P.O. in Lagos which resulted in a letter stating no special 
cancellation had been used. 

However, the writer had seen one example, illustrated, and wondered if others exist ed . 

Has anyone seen either the original or other examples? 

L,/~ 


Bn /7 3 

lt0:JtK7 
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GOLD COAST 'QUITE WELL' POSTCARD 

JEREMY MARTIN 

This card, with the above me s sage on the reverse, does not seem to have been recorded before . It is a 
white card with black print and would appear to be a locally produced card with a message the same as 
that on th e familiar buff FIELD SERVICE POST CARD. 

It was sent from Victoriabor g Aug 12 1914 to London and also received a double-circle 
'CENSOR / GOLD COAST' of the same date. 

iJe 4Al. ~ quite well 

IIJt~UJkd~{(l 

,~ }"!J'l JI"':Joh'g 'n ,,"I 

1~ (/"ts4);i1l~k;-k;~~~ 
~1~~~.,Jp~e. 

letter 

I hat'f: rereived VU llr ~ 


{ 
J~ 


L etter j OllU 1,L'8 at fin~ t opportun ity 


, h . d ~) l " ) lately I cwe r r'('(:l'ue 1, ettN from you 5~ 

tWIt!. ?~ 1, 
...- " 

DATE, J2I VY~ " '1 'Si,r;ll(ltU7 e 

Quality 
British Commonwealth 

POSTAL mSTORY 
Catering to the discriminating collector 

Specialising in pre-19S3, 
non-FDC material 

We stock all Commonwealth 
areas except B.N.A. 

If you are not already on our Wanu R~sttl. please 
drop us aline and let us know your rcqwrcmom. We 
ahali be pleased to aend photocopies of available 
material. 

ALWAYS KEEN BUYERS OF 

CHOICE POSTAL mSTORY 


llllliUarb §. 1\Uman 
828 Arrow Lane, Ridgewood~ 

~ NJ 07450, U.S.A. 
Td: 0101·201-652-4858 

221 



Do you collect West Africa Postal History? 

IF SO WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP YOU 

Our stocks consist of British and German Colonies Postal History. If you 

would care to inform us of your collecting interests, we would be delighted 

to send you photocopies of any relative items we obtain. 

Besides being members of the WAS.C. we are members of P.T.S. (London) 

5 KElLY ROAD. BOWERS GIFFORDCHRIS RAINEY BASILDON. ESSEX SS13 2HL. U.K. 

TELEPHONE BASILDON (0268) 726687 


FAX (0268) 590781 


RITCHIE BODILY 

CAMBIA 

GAMBIA 
1869-72 6d Die Proof struck 

in black on heavy paper with 
deep,crisp embos,ing 

NIGER COAST 
1892 1d - transposed overprint 
causing Niger Coast to appear 

at the top ,very fine (SG 2a) 

Varieties,Proofs,Specimen stamps and fine covers are our speciality 

72,FITZJOHNS AVE,LON DON NW3 5LS Tel:071 435 8425 
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GOLD COAST AEROGRAMMES 


The Bradbury, Wilkinson archive sale included duplicates which I offer for sale. 

1. 	 1953 Q.E.II issue H2G4, individually numbered, optd. 
and perforated 'SPECIMEN' . Only 131 examples exist. £20 

2 . 	 1956 Q.E.II issue H2G6, individually numbered, optd . 
and perforated 'SPECIMEN' . Only 32 examples exist. £50 

3. 	 As 1956 issue H2G6 but not numbered or perforated or 
optd. 'SPECIMEN' . Cut square. On brownish-grey 
paper with no watermark. Normal is blue paper and with 
watermark. Possibly a trial printing. Only 4 examples 
exist, somewhat creased. £100 

One each of 1 and 2 £60. Postage and packing extra. They are unfolded. 
Contact Jeremy Martin. 

murray Payne Ltd 
P.O. Box 1135, Axbridge, Somerset, BS26 2EW 

Telephone: 0934 732511 
Fax: 0934 733498 

KG VI - WEST AFRICA OFFERS FROM STOCK 

Ascension SG 35-7 urn Coronation Plate 1 blocks of 4 £12 
CW 14a urn corner block R2/2 re-entry £12 
CW 16a urn positional block R4/6 re-entry £18 
SG 40d urn R3/1 cut mast & railings £15 
SG 40db urn R3/1 cut mast & railings £18 
SG 40e fu R3/1 cut mast & railings £20 
SG 41b fu corner pair Frame Plate No. 1 £18 
SG 42b mm R10/4 retouch in sky £17 

Gambia SG 164-5 urn S. Wedding pairs, £1 full imprint £lB 
SG 166-9 urn U.P.U. Plate/Imprint blocks of 6 £10 

Gold Coast CW 1-11 fu 193B line perf set of 11 £7 
SG 117-9 mm Coronation specimen set of 3 £35 

Nigeria SG 60-1 mm Victory Specimen set of 2 £37 
S. 	 Leone SG 190 urn Plate (blank)/imprint block of 6 £60 

SG 196 urn block of 12, R?/3 re-entry at TR £15 
SG 203-4 urn S. Wedding pairs, £1 full imprint £20 

Subject unsold. P&P extra. VAT inclusive. write with details 
of your interests; we do not contact study Circle members 
unsolicited - you have to contact us! 
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CAN YOU BELIEVE IT ! 

WE DON'T HAVE A VERY GOOD STOCK OF BRITISH 

WEST AFRICA. 

HOWEVER WE DO SOMETIMES ACQUIRE SOME EXTREMELY 

SPECTACULAR, UNIQUE, AND OFTEN UN-CATALOGUED 

MAJOR PRINTING ERRORS FROM THESE TERRITORIES. 


PLEASE LET US KNOW YOUR REQUIREMENTS. 

MARK BRANDON 

PHILATELIC CONNOISSEURS 


10, TOWN END CLOSE TEL: 0483 419635 
GODALMING FAX: 0483 419645 
SURREY 
GU71DG 

REGULAR 

POSTAL AUCTION S 

G.B., Commonwealth and Foreign 

POSTAL HISTORY 

COVERS & POST MARKS 


FINE STAMPS 


SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE TODAY 

ALAN BERMAN 

1 CRABTREE LANE. LONDON SW6 6LP 

071-385 4496 



FORTHCOMING AUCTIONS 

Sale 93 - Saturday 24th July 1993 
Postal Bid Sale, 3,000+ lots 

******* 

Sale 94 - Saturday 18th September 1993 
Royal Moat House International Hotel, Wollaton Street, Nottingham 


Mixed lots & General Properties featuring 


NIGERIA stamps & covers 


Sale 94a - Monday 20th September 1993 

Postal Bid Sale featuring 

FORGERIES 

About 500 lots - viewing on the 18th at the Royal Moat House 

*1<1<1<*1<* 

Sale 95 - Saturday 16th October 1993 
Postal Bid Sale, 3,000+ lots 

******* 

Sale 96 - Saturday 27th November 1993 
Royal Moat House International Hotel, Wollaton Street, Nottingham 


Mixed lots & General Properties featuring 


Write , phone or fax for free catalogue 
(please state your collecting interests) 

PHOENIX I NTERN/~TIONAL (Cameo) 
Ashleigh, Monument Lane, Codnor Park, Notts NG16 5PJ 

Tel: 0773 - 608899 Fax: 0773 - 609821 

(Roger & Sue West) 






