


















































30 MILITARY OPERATIONS: TOGOLAND

were brought into Ekuni. None of the messengers sent by
Captain Potter had managed to get through, and Colonel
Bryant, who was consequently still without news of 41
Company, now started again towards Agbeluvoe. No enemy
troops were encountered till about half-way there, and even
then the opposition they offered was not great, while the
arms and equipment of all sorts they had abandoned along
the road indicated their demoralisation. As the British
approached Agbeluvoe, sounds of heavy firing were heard till
Colonel Bryant's force arrived within a mile of the station,
when they found that most of the enemy who had come south
in the two trains had surrendered. It was subsequently
estimated that the enemy’s numbers had been at least 200,
and Captain Potter had taken prisoner 16 Europeans, who
with others previously captured or killed accounted for 25 of
the 30 believed to have been with the force. The material
captured included two engines, railway vehicles, a machine
gun, many arms, and much ammunition. As Colonel Bryant
pointed out in his despatch, the moral effect of this German
disaster proved to be very great. One of its most important
immediate results was that, thanks to the demoralisation of
the flying remnant of the enemy, no attempts were made to
destroy the railway for thirty miles north of Agbeluvoe, which
thus fell intact into British hands.

The British casualties had totalled 6 native ranks killed,
including 4 of the Preventive service, and 35 native ranks
wounded, including 30 carriers. From the marked contrast
between the wounds suffered by the British force and those
inflicted by our own ammunition it was evident that the
enemy was making extensive use of soft-nosed bullets, and
Colonel Bryant protested formally in writing on the 18th
August to Major von Doering. This appeared to have little
effect, for the nature of the wounds sustained by our men
continued throughout the operations to be so destructive that
it was found necessary to send urgently for more medical
personnel from the Gold Coast. A subsequent expert examina-
tion in England of ammunition taken from the German force
showed that that used for their machine guns and by their
regular native troops could not be regarded as outside the
limitations imposed by the Hague Convention, but that many
of their European ranks and their levies had been using
ammunition which this Convention forbade.*

* For Major von Doering’s own explanation, see his letter of 25th August,
1914, to Lt.-Colonel Bryant in Appendix I., p. 430.
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From an account of the operations written at Kumasi in
September 1914 by a German reservist sergeant-major, then
a prisoner of war, it appears that the German force at Agbeluvoe
consisted of two native companies under the command of
Captain Pfaeler. He says that during the attempt to break
through Captain Potter’s force at night the native troops
would not follow their German leaders and, becoming quite
demoralised, fired wildly in all directions, endangering the
Germans in front of them. Six Germans were killed, including
Captain Pfaeler; and the death of this officer, who was the
real German commander, appears to have had a considerable
moral and material effect both then and subsequently. As
the fleeing remnants of the two companies made no attempt
apparently to communicate with Kamina, the first news of
this disaster reached there from a German engine-driver,
whose train had come under fire from Agbeluvoe.

On the 15th August Colonel Bryant, learning that the
Germans were compulsorily enrolling native levies and arming
them with Mauser rifles, urged Mr. Robertson to enlist levies
among the Ashantis and Awunas in the Gold Coast. But he
replied that, if further assistance were required, he preferred
to ask for detachments of the W.A.F.F. from Sierra Leone
and Lagos. The growing needs of his line of communication
also obliged Colonel Bryant to apply to Mr. Robertson for the
services of more police to guard the line, of more carriers, and
of additional transport, railway, and telegraph officers. But
the Gold Coast had already furnished all the assistance it
could, and Mr. Robertson replied suggesting that Colonel
Bryant should use men of the Preventive Service to guard the
line.* Even in the matter of material he was unable to fulfil
all Colonel Bryant’s requirements. At this stage the Fia of
the Awunas, in agreement with the Base Commandant at
Lome, whom he was personally assisting, started to raise
2,000 levies from his people to guard the railway line, and
both he and they evinced great disappointment when told
that their services would not be required. On the 17th
August, when the inability of the Gold Coast to comply with
Colonel Bryant’s requests was learnt, instructions were tele-
graphed from London to Sierra Leone to send two companies
W.AF.F. to Lome; and when a reply from there showed
that it would take a few days to make the necessary shipping

* Two detachments of Gold Coast Preventive Service men, one under
Mr. A. J. Beckley and the other under Supervisor Thompson, had moved to
Lome, and were acting as police guards there and at Togblekove.
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arrangements, Nigeria was requested on the 21st to despatch
a similar detachment by the quickest route, sending on one
company independently at once if available. This company,
it may be noted, reached Lome early on the 24th, but, as it
happened, neither it nor the two companies from Sierra
Leone, which arrived three days later, were required.

In Northern Togoland, British and French detachments of
troops, police, and irregulars had occupied Yendi and Sansane
Mangu respectively, without opposition, on the 14th August ;
and further Allied detachments, in communication with one
another, were moving to confirm and follow up this success.
Nearly half of the 400 German native troops in the area had
deserted, and the remainder had rapidly retired, while many,
if not most, of the local chiefs were offering allegiance to one
or other of the Allies. The occupation of Sansane Mangu had
been effected by M. Duranthon, who had advanced by forced
marches from Fada Ngurma with a small force of 40 police
and about 100 irregulars. He was followed by M. Arboussier
with a force from Wagadugu of a few police and about
120 irregulars, and by Captain Bouchez with a detachment
of 130 rifles of the 2nd Senegalese Tirailleurs. M. Arbous-
sier, it may be noted, arrived at Sansane Mangu on the 23rd
and Captain Bouchez, whose detachment covered over 600
kilometres (372 miles) in twenty days, on the 26th August.
A British column of details, 104 strong (including 42 Northern
Territories Constabulary), from Gambaga, under Lieutenant C.C.
Grattan-Bellew, also joined the French at Sansane Mangu on
the 18th. Other French detachments of police and irregulars,
of a total strength of about 400, also at this time occupied
other points in Northern Togoland. The movements of the
French forces, though meeting with little or no opposition,
were carried out under most trying climatic conditions through
a very difficult and little known country.

In the Northern Territories of the Gold Coast, two detach-
ments of the Constabulary, each 20 strong, under Lieutenant
W. F. R. Kyngdon,* had been despatched from Tamale on
the 4th and 5th August to Zan on the Eastern frontier. But
Captain C. H. Armitage, the Chief Commissioner of the
Northern Territories, heard with some dismay on the night
of the 10th that the officer commanding a company of the
Gold Coast Regiment, ordered by Captain Bryant to move to

* This officer, who was an artillery officer employed in the Survey Depart-
ment, had been detailed as Intelligence Officer to the Jimle Column.
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Krachi, had, through a misunderstanding, ordered Lieutenant
Kyngdon’s detachment to leave Zan and accompany him to
Krachi. Captain Armitage feared a raid on Tamale, which
had been denuded of constabulary, by a German force, 250
strong, which was reported to have left Sansane Mangu in a
southerly direction for an unknown destination ; and he had
also learnt that the German Commissioner was still in residence
at Yendi, though ready to leave if our troops crossed the
frontier, and that the Na of Yendi and his people were
eagerly awaiting our arrival. Captain Armitage at once sent
orders to Lieutenant Kyngdon to return to Zan, and at the
same time instructed Major J. Marlow, commandant of the
Constabulary, to take all the available trained men at Tamale
to Zan and to occupy Yendi if he received favourable reports
from our native spies. Major Marlow, with eight N.C.Os. and
men, left Tamale on the 12th and occupied Yendi without
opposition on the 14th. It appears that the German Commis-
sioner, learning from his spies of the movement of Lieutenant
Kyngdon’s men on the 11th, had left Yendi on the 12th.
Captain Armitage himself followed a few days later, and met
with a most gratifying reception from the Na of Yendi and
many chiefs, who expressed a wish for the reunion of the
Dagomba nation under the British flag. Other small detach-
ments of the Northern Territories Constabulary also entered
Northern Togoland at this period, the total number employed
in the war area amounting to 139. Further to the south,
Messrs. Saich and Cooke of the Gold Coast Service, crossing
the frontier with 46 men of the Preventive Service, occupied
Ho unopposed on the 17th.

To rest his troops, organise his line of communication, and Aizelufmf-
17th-1
August.

refit from Lome with ammunition and stores, Colonel Bryant
found it necessary to halt at Agbeluvoe till the 19th August.
Early on the 17th strong officers’ patrols left to secure the
important railway bridge over the Haho river, seven miles to
the north ; and as they sent in reports that the enemy was
advancing in strength, “ G * Company was despatched that
afternoon to join them. They were further reinforced next
day by a French Senegalese detachment under Captain
Castaing, consisting of 3 French officers, 5 French non-com-
missioned officers, and 150 men, who had just arrived from
Anekho. On the 18th also, Adakakpe, four miles north of the
Haho bridge, was occupied by half ““ C " Company.

To cover the flank of his main line of communication,

Colonel Bryant issued orders on the 17th for the detachments
(25) c
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of Preventive Service men under Messrs. Beckley and Saich
at Lome and Ho respectively to move towards Palime. On
the same day Mr. A. J. Beckley proceeded from Lome by
motor-cycle, accompanied by a Preventive superintendent,
and on the 18th cut the Palime railway line at a point about
thirty miles from Lome. The Germans were still occupying
Palime, but soon afterwards retired and abandoned the rail-
way after destroying the road and railway bridges near Agu.

By this time, thanks to the efficient and untiring efforts of
the railway personnel from the Gold Coast, the bridge at
Togblekove had been repaired, and on the 18th railhead was
brought up to the Lili river. The telegraph personnel, whose
work was equally praiseworthy, had also restored the line as
far as Agbeluvoe.

Colonel Bryant resumed his advance on the 19th August,
when his advanced troops occupied Nuatya. That day he
notified Major Maroix, commanding the French column at
Cheti, and Captain Elgee, commanding the Krachi Column,
that he intended to be on the Amuchu river on the 26th, and
he requested them both to be within two days’ march of
Kamina by that date.

These messages, which Colonel Bryant despatched across
country by native runners, were successfully delivered in time,
a result which he attributed to the universal dislike of the
Germans by the natives of Togoland.* Towards the British,
on the other hand, their attitude was consistently amicable
and helpful. Though in some cases they had been coerced,
under penalty of instant death, to take up arms against us,
they took every opportunity to evade such action, to obstruct
the Germans and to assist us, while the welcome they extended
to Colonel Bryant and his men at every stage of the British
advance was most marked and obviously sincere. As a typical
instance, Colonel Bryant relates how one old chief came out
to meet him bearing a Union Jack which he had kept hidden
since 1884.

The French column under Major Maroix consisted of 23
French and 345 Senegalese (including reservists) with a section
of guns. Concentrating at Cheti on the 19th August, it started
to advance against Kamina on the 22nd.

The Krachi Column under Captain Elgee consisted of “ A,”

* The message to Captain Elgee was actually, it appears, stopped by
Germans at Agu on the Lome-Palime railway till Mr. Beckley arrived there
and took it on.
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“B,” and “F" Companies of the Gold Coast Regiment,
which all reached Krachi between the 16th and 18th August.
Crossing the Volta in canoes collected by the Preventive
Service, the column left Kete Krachi on the 19th and advanced
down the Kpandu road.*

Colonel Bryant’s advanced troops occupied Kpedome and zoth-zist
his main body concentrated at Nuatya on the 20th August, August.

both continuing northwards on the 2Ist. On that day,
officers’ patrols under Captain A. F. Redfern t reported that
the enemy was holding a very strong entrenched position at
Khra village, about five hundred yards northward of the
railway bridge over the Khra river. This bridge and two mines
on the railway line were blown up in the faces of these patrols,
and they also came under a heavy fire from two German
machine guns. But, being well and boldly handled, the
Allied scouts succeeded in gaining sufficient information of
the enemy dispositions to enable Colonel Bryant to frame a
general plan of attack.

Khra village, which stood immediately west of the railway
and extended across the road, consisted of an irregular oval
enclosure about 400 yards from south-east to north-west and
some 150 yards wide. The Germans had dug trenches close
to and round this enclosure, as well as some joining and to
the eastward of a railway cutting by the village; and they
had emplaced three or four machine guns on their flanks, so as
to cover all approaches from the dense surrounding bush.

This denseness of the bush accentuated the difficulties of an
attack. The direction the attackers must take could at first
only be indicated in general terms, and they would not find
it easy to maintain it correctly ; owing to the difficulty of
inter-communication and inter-observation, neighbouring units
could not expect to arrange mutual support with one another ;
and the guns, whose utility was in any case limited by the
amount of ammunition they were able to transport on their
carriers, would be unlikely to obtain positions from which to
range and observe. Moreover, once committed to the attack,
units would soon be out of sight of the Force commander, 2nd
could only remain in touch with him and one another by
messenger.f In fact, a co-ordinated advance would be im-

* The staff of the column included Captain P. J. Mackesy and Lieutenant
Kyngdon as Staff and Intelligence Officers, Mr. L. H. Wheatley as Political
Officer, and Dr. W. G, Watt as Senior Medical Officer.

t Assistant Commissioner of Police in the Gold Coast.

{ The companies had no telephone equipment,
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practicable, and success would depend mainly on the initiative
and individual action of subordinate commanders.

Colonel Bryant planned his attack accordingly. On the
morning of the 22nd August his force, covered by an advanced
screen, moved forward in two columns. On the right, on the
railway, were the Pioneer and half “ G Companies of the
Gold Coast Regiment and Captain Castaing’s detachment of
Senegalese.  The Pioneer Company was to hold the enemy
in front while the remainder of the column turned the
enemy’s left flank. The column on the road was composed
of half ““ C"”” Company, “ I Company, and the three guns of
the Gold Coast Regiment, and here, while half “ C’* Company
held the enemy in front, “I"” Company was to find a way
round the enemy’s right flank. The guns were to give such
support as they could.

As the half of “ G Company under Lieutenant G. M.
Thompson only consisted of twenty-two rifles, seventeen
Senegalese were placed under his orders by Captain Castaing.
This combined party, leading the advance against the enemy’s
left, worked their way round through the bush till, at
about 11 a.m., they were checked by a heavy rifle and
machine gun fire from well-constructed trenches on the
German flank. Here they held their ground till about
3.30 p.m., when, as it appeared to Lieutenant Thompson that
the enemy’s fire was slackening as a result of the British gun
fire, he led his men to the assault, well supported by Captain
Castaing with the remainder of the Senegalese. But the enemy
machine guns had not been really affected ; and, in spite of
the great gallantry they displayed, the attackers were brought
to a standstill at fifty yards’ distance from the enemy’s
trenches, Lieutenant Thompson, the French Lieutenant Guille-
mart, and many native ranks having been killed or wounded.
Further progress being impossible, the attackers retired. The
devoted bravery of the seventeen Senegalese under Lieutenant
Thompson’s orders is specially worthy of mention. All but
one of them were killed or wounded, and the position in which,
after the fight was over, the bodies of their twelve dead were
found showed that to the last they had stood by the British
officer whose safety had, they felt, been entrusted to them ;
and here it was held most fitting to bury them in graves round
that of Lieutenant Thompson.

On the left “ 1"’ Company had managed, under heavy fire,
to work their way right round the enemy’s right, but only
to find further trenches which it was impossible to assault
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without further support. Accordingly at nightfall they with-
drew and entrenched themselves in the river bed some three
hundred yards westward of the village. Two of the British
guns under Lieutenant W. L. St. Clair had come into action,
in spite of hostile machine gun fire, and had opened fire at a
range of 1,300 yards, which “ 1" Company had sent back
word as being the probable distance. But the effect of their
fire was unknown at the time, though it was subsequently
learnt that their first shell had gone through a high tree,
which the enemy then gave up using for observation purposes.

Out of a strength of about 450 combatants actually engaged,
the Allies had suffered 75 casualties.* The three enemy
machine guns, well concealed and skilfully handled by German
ranks, had fired many thousands of rounds and had con-
tributed largely to the successful defence. Their effect on the
men of the W.A.F.F., who were facing machine gun fire for
the first time, had been distinctly demoralising, and had called
for the highest qualities of leadership on the part of their
British commanders. Moreover, the old pattern British
machine guns, though well handled, had not been nearly so
effective.

During the night Colonel Bryant made all arrangements to
renew the attack at daybreak on the 23rd. On his own right
he entrenched so as to contain the enemy opposite, and he
reinforced “ I Company for an assault on the enemy’s right.
But next morning the German force, of an estimated strength
of 60 Germans and 400 natives with three machine guns, was
found to have retreated hastily. As the fight on the 22nd
August appeared to Colonel Bryant to have gone equally well
for both sides, this was quite unexpected ; and he could only
assume either that the Germans feared that their line of
retirement would be cut on the 23rd, or that they had heard
of the French advance from Cheti and had decided to
concentrate for the defence of Kamina.

According to the German sergeant-major’s account, their
force of rather over two native companies had been in occupa-
tion of the Khra position, digging and camouflaging trenches
and clearing the field of fire, for three days before the fight.
At first the Germans, he says, feared the effect of the British
gun-fire, but found that they were well able to hold their own ;

* Killed :—1 British and 1 French officer and 21 native ranks (5 British
and 16 French) ;
Wounded :—2 British officers, 1 French non-commissioned officer, 43
native ranks (23 British and 20 French) and 6 carriers.
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though the sudden Allied assault against their left flank
appeared dangerous for a time, and was only checked by the
timely arrival of a third native company by train from Kamina.
The order to retire was apparently unwelcome to many of the
Germans, whose casualties had only been 13,* and who were
by this time convinced of their ability to offer a prolonged
resistance in this strong position.

Sending out officers’ patrols to Glei and the Amu river,

August. where the Germans were said to have rallied, Colonel Bryant

with the main body remained at Khra during the 23rd and
24th August, to organise for a further advance and to evacuate
his wounded to Lome. The rapid repair of the railway and
the improvisation of an ambulance train, both due to the
excellent work of the railway officials from the Gold Coast,
facilitated these arrangements and saved many lives.f In
this connection, it is noteworthy that, apart from bullet
wounds, there was very little sickness in the force, though all
ranks had frequently to sleep all night in clothes which were
wet through.

Though Colonel Bryant did not know it, owing to a
storm interrupting telegraphic communication for nearly
three days, interceptions at this period at Accra of German
wireless messages showed that they had destroyed their
cipher codes and that they evidently considered their
situation to be desperate. In fact, Colonel Bryant's anticipa-
tion of a stubborn German defence of Kamina led him, in
view of his own depleted numbers, to send orders to the
Krachi Column to move at once via the Palime railway to
Lome to reinforce him. The situation round Palime could,
he felt, be dealt with adequately by the Preventive service
detachments under Mr. Beckley.

On the night of the 24th/25th loud explosions from the Kamina

August. direction were heard at Khra, and in the morning the masts of

the wireless station, which had been clearly visible from Glei,
were no longer discernible. By 10.30 a.m. Colonel Bryant had
occupied Glei with his main body, and his leading troops were
on the Amu river, where the Germans had destroyed the road
and railway bridges. At 4 p.m. two Germans (Major von

* 3 Germans, 10 natives. )

t A few days later the German prisoners at IXamina, on being told to
prepare to proceed to Lome by train, declined flatly to believe that the rail-
way could have been repaired. The astonishment and incredulity they
displayed affords a good testimony to the efficiency and work of the British
railway engineers and their men,
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Roebern and an under-officer to interpret) came into Glei
under a flag of truce to submit terms of capitulation.*
Colonel Bryant informed them in reply that any surrender
must be unconditional, and that his force was advancing at
once on Amuchu. This advance he at once started to carry
into effect by occupying the north bank of the Amu river.
The river, however, came down in flood that night, and it was
not till midday on the 26th that the whole column had passed
over by the footbridges which had to be constructed. Colonel
Bryant himself reached Amuchu with part of his force at
10.30 a.m. on the 26th August, to be met by two German
officers bearing a letter of unconditional surrender.

Mr. Newlands, who had recently rejoined Colonel Bryant
from Lome, was sent that afternoon to Kamina to
arrange the details of the ceremony of surrender on the
following day. There he found that the great wireless station
had been wrecked beyond repair. Its nine huge masts lay on
the ground twisted and broken, and everything that was
breakable, including the storage batteries and the 24-foot
marble-faced switchboard, was in fragments. To complete the
work, kerosene oil had been poured over all and ignited. All
that remained of this most modern and powerful station was
a smoking ruin.

Though the use of this station by the Allies would certainly
have been an advantage, its loss to the enemy was infinitely
more important. Without this direct means of communica-
tion, the German ships in the Southern Atlantic, if not else-
where, would be completely out of touch with current events ;
and the results of our capture of Kamina must consequently
be judged by subsequent naval events in that quarter.

Major Maroix’s column from Cheti, after encountering some
opposition on the 22nd and 23rd August and incurring a few
casualties, also entered Kamina on the 27th. Over 200
Germans surrendered with 3 machine guns, over 1,000 rifles,
and about 320,000 rounds of ammunition.

German
surrender ;
26th August.

The Krachi Column, advancing via Ahenkro and Liati, Krachi

reached Palime on the 23rd August, and on the 25th was joined ©

when within thirty miles of Atakpame by Mr. Beckley, who
brought the two messages from Colonel Bryant, one of the 19th
and the other sent from Khra ordering Captain Elgee to proceed
with his three companies to Lome to reinforce the main column.
The Krachi Column had met with no opposition, though the area

* See Appendix I.
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it traversed offered considerable natural facilities for a small
force to oppose its advance ; and it had met with no other
difficulties. The roads it traversed had been good, supplies
had been easily obtained locally as it advanced, and the
attitude of the natives had been very friendly.

The Germans, whose force appears to have consisted of one
German and seven or eight native companies, totalling about
300 Germans and 1,200 natives, had been expected to offer
a much stouter resistance. The difficulties of the country
were all in their favour, and it had never been anticipated that
they would surrender without attempting to hold the elaborate
network of trenches and dug-outs with which the Kamina
station was surrounded.* But their Intelligence system broke
down completely with the outbreak of war—they could get no
news whatever from the Gold Coast, as no native would
proceed there and return—and the only answer they could
obtain from Berlin to repeated requests for instructions was
an order to protect the wireless station. The rapid invasion
of the country by the several Allied columns, whose numbers
they invariably over-estimated, consequently combined with
the lack of co-operation by their own native subjects { to
place them at a grave disadvantage.

To the rapid Allied success several factors contributed.
The initiative and skill of Colonel Bryant; the able and
energetic action of the local French civil and military autho-
rities ; the courage and endurance of all ranks of the Allied
forces ; and the ready and whole-hearted assistance rendered
by civilians from the Gold Coast.f The whole operation in
fact furnished an exceptional example of fine co-operative
effort.

On the 28th August Sir Hugh Clifford reached Lome from
England, and after personal discussion with the Governor of

* I'he German sergeant-major’s account says that many of the Germans
had little or no military training, and also that, though the Kamina position
was well entrenched, it was too large for the available force, and was com-
manded on all sides by surrounding hills.

t Some of the natives, however, remained loyal to their German masters,
as the following instance shows. The Germans, before their surrender,
announced to their native police and employés generally that they were
returning in six months’ time. This was so far believed that about February
1915 several of these men came into Lome and asked why the Germans had
not returned.

}{ Many names have necessarily been omitted, but Messrs. C. H. Harper
(acting Colonial Secretary) and W. L. Townsend (Attorney-General) are
specially mentioned by Mr. Robertson as deserving of much of the credit of
achievement.
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Dahomey, they both proposed that, pending the final post-
war 'se:ttlement, the western districts of Togoland should be
administered by the British and the eastern by the French.
This was approved.

From the outset the natives of Togoland showed themselves
to be so well contented with the change of Governments that
most of the Allied military force was soon able to withdraw
from the country.

The Gold Coast, shortly afterwards, by the unanimous vote
of its Legislative Council, voicing the widely manifested desire
of its inhabitants to share the Imperial burden, expressed its
desire to bear the whole financial cost of the British share of
the operations. By this generous act it crowned fittingly
the military achievement of the first capture in the war of a

Gen?an colony, to which its own efforts had contributed so
much,

(25)
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